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Home Groups are one of the main grow ministries at DPC (along with Kids Church, Edge and Older Adults-Staying Sharp).      

The three main ingredients in a home group are: 

 

1. Connecting people to our group to follow Jesus, 

2. Helping each other to grow as Christians and  

3. Going out on mission in our daily lives.     

 

As we meet together our focus is on Christ helping us to Grow and Go. This means that as we get together we’re looking for 
opportunities for God to transform each of us. Our groups aren’t mainly about being social, doing good works or ‘getting the 
study done.’ They’re about the transforming work of Christ.  

At the start of this year we released the vision for the next few years of the main ways we see God transforming us together at 
dpc over the next few years: 

• Prayerfully Seeking God  

• Actively Engaged in Evangelism  

• Discipling Disciple Makers  

• Three Sustainable Congregations  

• Practical Actions Valuable to Dalby  

•Church Growth in the Darling Downs and the World  

These are the areas we’ll focus on together, in our own lives, and in what we do as a church family.  

 

Home  groups  
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Judges  

Trashed House 

Imagine for a second that you left a bunch of kids in a house you bought for them. Stocked with supplies. 

“I’m going away, but the neighbours will be over every now and then to see if you’re alright.” 

At first, they just play quietly and eat sandwiches, knowing that someone will stop by. But it seems to take forever. The first 
neighbour check arrives just in time to find the kids trying to microwave the cat. 

After that they’re good for about 30min. But the next neighbour visit isn’t for a whole night. By that time they’ve locked one kid 
in a room, invited 50 others over on facebook and started a fire in the backyard. The neighbour helpfully puts the fire out. 

After that visit, there’s no more. They just know the parents will be home eventually. But, who knows when. The kids just end up 
doing whatever they want. 

This is Judges. Only worse. The last sentence of the book paints a dark picture: 

In those days Israel had no king: everyone did as they saw fit. 

As a human story, judges is a disaster. It’s a disgraceful downward spiral. But, before we take a look at the book overview, let’s 
get our bearings in the big story of God. 

Where Judges Fits 

As we start in any part of the Bible it’s good to be reminded that the point of everything in the scriptures is Jesus: 

You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures 
that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

John 5:39 

From beginning to the end the Bible is a story of Jesus and his work to grow a community that glorifies God and enjoys him. 

Often our temptation is to read the bible and ask ‘how does this tell me to live?’ But the main question must always be ‘How 
does this tell me about Jesus and life with him?’. 

This is super important in Judges, because if you look for people to live like in this book you’ll be majorly disappointed. Or 
worse, a danger to society! 

Life Given and Fallen 

Of course you might be familiar with the opening chapters of the Bible. God creates our world and us to enjoy him while we 
look after it. Like greenkeepers at a golf course, we care for it and enjoy it for him. 

Very quickly the first people, and all after them, take the shovels to the greens putting gashes all through creation and turning 
their back on God. At the fall humanity began it’s great rejection of God which has continued in each one of us to this day. 
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That path to life 

God never abandons his mission to have a group of people who enjoy him and worship him for who he is. It’s 
a mission to bless that continues as he promises to bring people, land and blessing through the family of 
Abraham in Genesis 12: 

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

Genesis 12:1-3 

Fast forward through to Exodus where the family of Abraham is now the young nation of Israel. It’s through Israel that God 
intends to bring blessing and he’s given them the job of being priests to the world. This new nation of Israel was to live for God, 
enjoy God and show the world how wonderful being with God was: 

On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai. 
After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of 
the mountain. Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you 
are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I 
did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep 
my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will 
be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

Exodus 19:1-6 

So God’s path to the blessed life with him through the nation of Israel has begun. What was once a person (Abraham), is now a 
nation. They are on their way to the land from which they were meant to shine out for God. In the book before Judges, Joshua, 
the nation is on the edge of the land that was promised to them (called Canaan). 

They have been led by Joshua who followed on from Moses. As Joshua reaches his life’s end he gives a speech to God’s 
people: Serve God. They must stick with God to keep God’s plan to bring life to all the earth. 

“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the 
right or to the left. Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods 
or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. But you are to hold fast to the Lord your God, as 
you have until now. 

Joshua 23:6-8 

As we turn to Judges, the question before the first hearers of the book was ‘will Israel follow God and bring about his plan to 
bless people all over the world?’ 

And, whatever the answer, what does this tell us about Jesus and our life with him? 

Judges  
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How Judges works 

Let’s be up-front: Judges has some awful stuff in it. 

There’s prostitution, bloody war, revenge, pack-rape, murder, and more. In fact it gets worse as it goes along. We’re given a 
summary of the downward spiral of Judges in chapter 2: 

16 Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. 17 Yet they would not listen to 
their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. They quickly turned from the ways of 
their ancestors, who had been obedient to the Lord’s commands. 18 Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, 
he was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the Lord 
relented because of their groaning under those who oppressed and afflicted them. 19 But when the judge died, the 
people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other gods and serving and 
worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. 

The book is a repetitive tale of failing to keep the lord’s commands. God gives them judges, and when those judges serve God their land 
has peace. But, the judges themselves are often dodgy, and whenever they aren’t there the behaviour of the people is 
disgraceful. 

If you look across the whole book it seems to go further up the disgraceful dial. Each week the studies will give you a visual 
indicator of just how bad things are going: 

You wonder why God doesn't abandon them. 

The answer is because this book shows us just how life-giving Jesus is in comparison to everyone and everything else. These 
people need not just a good leader, but a good one who won’t die. They need a leader who helps them enjoy and obey God 
when they’re not looking. They need a leader who treats them way way better than they deserve. They need a leader who 
deals with their sin against God once and for all. 

So Judges is a story of Israel’s failure. And it’s a story of God’s grace as he helps them when he shouldn’t, and allows us to see 
just how powerful and wonderful is Jesus and all he’s done. 

Mitch Smart, Peter Evan, Ross Pethybridge 

Term 4 2017 

Half Done  Pretty Good  Okay  Bad  Worse  Disgraceful 

1-2  3-5  6-9  10-12  13-16  17-21 

      

Can’t drive 
out Canaan  

Ehud & Deb  Gideon  Abimelech & 
Jephthah 

Samson No King, No 
Lord 
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Following Sunday Oct 8th 

Judges 1:1-3:11 

Album tracks. Those 7 or 8 songs they put on vinyl or cd to fill out the album 
between the songs you actually want to hear. No one really likes them, they sort of 
tolerate them. Or rarely see them as part of musical journey. Surely there’s more 
than a few people who much prefer a greatest hits? 

Can’t they just give us the best songs so we don’t have to sit through the garbage? 

As we open Judges we’re in the part of God’s story where his people Israel are 
meant to go in and get rid of any sign of other gods and those who worship them. 
They had to do it or else them and their children would probably follow other false 
gods. They are meant to listen to everyone of God’s words and apply them all 
equally. Not just the ones they like. Not just the greatest hits. 

 
So the nation enters into the land that was promised to it. They go across the 
Jordan River from the east and heads west into Israel towards the Mediterranean 
Sea. Let’s see how they go at getting the job of being a holy nation started… 

 
1. If you had to choose some of the best things said in the Bible, what would be God’s greatest hits? 

 

 

 

 
The Joshua Handover 

Read 1:1-2:8 

2. How is the plan to take over the promised land of Canaan going 
in the first few verses (1-18)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3. List some of the places they conquered and who conquers 
them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 .  Ha l f  the  job  
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These opening battles are an attempt at a ‘pincer’ military move. Taking the region around Bezek in the North (1:4) and then 
moving into the region of the Negev (including Gaza, Ashkelon and Ekron) in the South (1:10, 15, 18) 

4. Look for the times Israel only did half the job and note the verses. 

 
 

 
 
Already we see that the people of God are not quite driving out the people of the foreign gods. The start of chapter 2 takes us 
back in time to remind us that they were obedient while Joshua was alive, but this failure to fully do the job has started to 
happen after Joshua’s death. 

 
Signs of Trouble 

Read 2:10-23 

5. How are is the new generation of Israel described  (2:10-13)? 

 

 
 
6. This chapter holds a summary of what will happen in the entire book. See if you can rewrite 2:16-19 in your own words. 

 
 

 
7. Why do you think it was so important to fully get rid of the people of other gods? 

 
 
 
In 2:20 it seems that God is considering abandoning the plan he had to use Israel as a way to bring blessing to the world. That 
was the promise he had made to their ancestors. God needs people who will do the full job. 

 
The Cycle Begins 

Read 3:1-11 

8. As the book of Judges unfolds there is a repeating pattern that gets worse and worse. These few verses show us the pattern. 
Take a look at 3:1-11 and write which verse numbers fit on this cycle: 



10 

 

IN  THOSE DAYS ISRAEL HAD NO KING.  EVERYONE DID  AS  THEY SAW FIT .  

The Israelites entered the promised land as part of God’s mission to be a blessing to the world. Their job was to clear the land 
fully of foreign gods so that people would see the goodness of the true God. But they didn’t. Because they didn’t fully obey 
God they couldn’t fully enjoy God. 

 
9. Perhaps there’s an area of life where you know you’re not listening to God. Instead, doing half the job and just doing the bits 
you like or are good at! See if you can identify one area where this might be happening for you. How do you think it impacts 
your relationship with God? 

 
 
 

 
 
And being found in appearance as a man, he [Jesus] humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death 
on a cross! 

Philippians 2:8 

 
10. How does Jesus show himself to be what Israel wasn’t? And, what help is this to us? 

 

 

 

T ake  Home  Message :  

I srae l ’s  ha l f  obed i ence  shows why the  fu l l  obed i ence  of  Jesus  is  so  great !  

 
Pray 

Be thankful for the full obedience of Jesus that allows us to fully enjoy God. 

 
Ask God to help us fully listen to him in the area of life we find difficult. 

 
Pray and ask for God’s guidance as we seek to start a third congregation. 

 
Pray for someone you know who could come along to Christmas Lights and Carols in the Park towards the end of the term. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coming up 

Next meeting about third congregation Sunday 22nd October 3pm 

 
Prayer and Praise Wednesday 8th November 7pm 

 
Carols in the Park Anderson Park 9th December  
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Following Sunday Oct 15th 

3:11-31 

You can only go it alone for so long. 

Maybe you’re a backyard mechanic, and you can do quite a bit of stuff to fix what’s 
going on….until it gets to the computer bit. At that point someone else has to come 
in. 

Or maybe you’re doing the recipe off by heart, and it’s going beautifully. Then you 
have second thoughts, was it 1 teaspoon of fish sauce or 1 tablespoon? That’s a 
big difference. You’ll need the written recipe to help. 

Then there’s life. Lots of the time it all seem manageable, but there are times 
when it’s obvious we need someone to step in. 

Last week we saw Israel off to a rocky start as they only did half the job. In this 
chapter God steps in to provide a glimmer of hope as the nation woks to play it’s 
part in God’s plan to bring blessings to the earth. The story of the judge Ehud is 
the first big story about a judge. He’s an unlikely saviour, but a very convincing 
one. 

 

 
1. When was the last time you realised you needed someone to step in and help you with something? 

 

 
The Cycle 
 
Read 3:11-31 

Let’s explore this passage uses the cycle of sin in judges: 

 

 

2 .  Ehud  the  Southpaw Sav iour  
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2. Note the verses and action where we see: 

- Israel serving and enjoying the Lord 

- Israel falling into sin 

- Israel enslaved 

- Israel crying out 

- God raising up a judge 

- Israel delivered 

- Israel serving and enjoying the Lord 

 

The Judge 

3. What detail do you notice about Ehud? 

 

 

 

 
 
4. Describe in your own words how Ehud goes about killing Eglon. 

 

 

 

 
 
5. What parts of the passage show a bit of humour? 

 

 

 

The Result 

6. What is the result of Ehud’s actions for the people of Israel in v28-30? 

 

 

 
 
7. What state would you describe Israel in when God raised up Ehud? What does this tell us about God? 
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It’s tempting time and time again to think that being one of God’s people means sorting yourself out and then getting involved 
with church stuff. But that is totally upside down. Most of us know when we need help with fixing a car or cooking something, 
but fail to admit it in our own lives. 

 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

Romans 5:8 

 
8. What does this show us about the character of God? 

 

 

 
9. Do you have trouble admitting you need help with some things in your life? Why? 

 

 
 
10. How should God’s attitude to getting involved with sinners shape your attitude to being involved with sinners? 

 

 

 

 

T ake  Home  Message :   

God  de l ights  in sav ing  us  from our  troub les .  

 
Pray 

Thank God that he delights in saving us from trouble. 

 
Ask God to help us be open to God working with problems in our life and those around us 

 
Pray for Dalby’s School Chaplains Cassie (State High), Heather (Dalby State), Savannah (Dalby South) and Linda (Christian 
College). Pray for them to delight in their work especially with troubled kids. 

 
Pray for the meeting this Sunday about our third congregation. 

 

Coming up 

Next meeting about third congregation Sunday 22nd October 3pm 

Congregational meeting Sunday 29th October 1pm 

 
Prayer and Praise Wednesday 8th November 7pm 

 
Short Term Mission in ministry to refugees and Muslims in Sydney 11th-20th November. 

 
Carols in the Park Anderson Park 9th December 
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3 .  Deborah  the  De l i v erer  

Following Sunday Oct 22nd 

4:1-5:31 
 

What in the world are North Korea doing? For everyone looking from the outside it 
seems they are determined to start a fight that they definitely cannot win. Although 
they may cause damage. 

People of normal sense don’t get into a battle unless there’s a chance they can win. 
In fact, in this part of judges most of the nation seems determined to avoid a battle 
because they’re pretty sure they can’t win it. 

And that would be true if it was just about Israel. But they already seem to have 
forgotten the bigger plan they are part of. God’s big plan to save people and make 
them his. Israel have forgotten their source of victory. 

What’s remarkable about Judges 4 and 5 is who doesn’t stand up to do God’s work 
and who does. The ones who have success understand who’s doing the real work. 

 

 
1. When was the last time you could’ve stepped in to help but didn’t (it could be for good or bad reasons!)? 

 

 
 
 
Here’s a map that gives you the main action of this passage. 
Basically the military action here is Deborah as the commander 
(3) sends Barak to the North to get armies from Naphtali and 
Zebulun.  They advance on Sisera and his army at Mt Tabor (2), 
their army is defeated at the Kishon river (4). Finally Sisera 
himself is killed by Jael somewhere near Hazor in the North (1) 

 

A Judge Raised Up 

Read 4:1-23 

2. What does Deborah tell Barak (the commander) in v4-7? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
3. How does Deborah handle Barak’s response v8-10? 
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4. How does the battle go v14-15? 

 

 

 

 

 
5. Repeated throughout this section is the secret to Deborah’s victory in v3, 6, 9, 14, what is it? 

 

 

 

 
 
6. Who is responsible for the death of enemy commander Sisera? 

 

 

 
 
There’s a strange thing happening in this section. It’s a collection of people who are unlikely military saviours. In fact, if you go 
back to Genesis 49 where we see the role of each Israelite tribe being described we find Barak’s tribe described as being the 
beautiful fawn. Hardly a powerful military force. It’s Dan, the tribe right next to Sisera who were supposed to be the major 
fighters for justice. 

And the two biggest characters are their women. They did a great job, but the blokes are meant to be standing up to fight. 

Deborah shows Israel they can win the battle for the land if they rely on the Lord as the source of victory. 

 
The Ones Who Rely on God 

Read 5:1-9 

7.  Look at the verses that start and end this section of Deborah’s song. What do they tell us about what God is looking for in his 
people? 

 

 

 
 

 
Deborah’s song reminds them that they are the people who were before the Lord at Mt Sinai( Exodus 19). The people who God 
chose to be his holy priests. The people who played a leading part in bringing God’s blessing to the world. It’s God’s plan, with 
God’s power and he wants his people to willingly join in with him. He’ll do the rest, and God’s kingdom will win. 

Power to Step Up 

8. When you think about doing God’s work how often do you believe the idea that you haven’t really got what’s necessary to do 
anything meaningful for the gospel? 
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9 He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 

2 Timothy 1:9-11 

 
9. Who is responsible for our life as God’s holy people? 

 
 

 

 
 
10. Talk with each other about someone or somewhere that you need to believe that the power of Christ in you can get God’s 
work done. 

 
 

 

 

T ake  Home  Message :   

God  is  the  true  source  of  sa lvat ion and v ictory in our  wor ld .  

 
 
Pray 

Thank God that Jesus gives us what we need to do the work of the kingdom. 

Pray for each other about somewhere or someone that you need the power of Jesus to help 

 
Pray for our congregational meeting this Sunday as we think together about ministry staff for 2018 

 
Pray for Edge - our youth ministry. Pray that kids would grow to know and trust Jesus for themselves in a difficult time of life. 

 

 

 

 

 
Coming up 

Next meeting about third congregation Sunday 5th November 3pm 

Congregational meeting Sunday 29th October 1pm 

 
Prayer and Praise Wednesday 8th November 7pm 

 
Short Term Mission in ministry to refugees and Muslims in Sydney 11th-20th November. 

 
Carols in the Park Anderson Park Saturday 9th December 
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Following Sunday Oct 29th 

Judges 6:1-8:35 
 

According to topteny.com the 5 best leaders of all time are: 

 
5. Julius Caesar 

4. Alexander the Great 

3. Nelson Mandela 

2. Martin Luther King Jr 

1. Gandhi 

 
1. What do you think of that list and what makes a great leader? 

 
 
 

The story of Gideon is famous. He’s one of the more well known characters of the Old Testament, nearly everyone has heard of 
‘Gideon’s Bibles’. You might also have heard of his method of finding God’s will - laying a fleece out on the lawn. 

And it is true that he gives us some great lessons in leadership, but perhaps not all that we think! In fact, if Ehud and Deborah 
could be described as good, Gideon is probably more accurately described as okay. 

 
Mighty Warrior?  

Israel again finds themselves enslaved by foreigners - the Midianites are like a swarm from God overpowering Israel for their 
love of foreign gods. Let’s see how God responds. 

 
2. Separate into groups of 2-3, read chapter 6 silently and then fill out the table. Perhaps divide up the sections and work on a 
few each. 

4 .  G ideon the  great - ish  

Verses God’s action  Gideon’s response 

V11-18   

V19-24   

V25-27   

V33-38   

v39-40   
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 3. Do you think ‘Mighty Warrior’ is a great way to describe Gideon? 

 

 
 
Jerub-Baal 

You’ll notice that when Gideon smashes the altar to the false god Baal the Israelites rename him. The name Jerub-
Baal literally means ‘Baal will wrestle.’ They’re saying that they don’t have to stand up for Baal against Gideon 
because Baal can win the wrestle himself. Keep an eye out for just how successful the ‘god’ Baal is. 

Going with the Lord 

Read 7:1-23 

4. What does God want to make sure of in v1-3? 

 

 

 

5. After using a weird method to thin out the army, how powerful does Gideon’s force look? 

 

 

 
 
6. How does their military campaign go in v22-23? 

 

 
 
 
Going without the Lord 

Take a look at this map of what Gideon does next, with the 
dotted line showing how far he kept pursuing the enemy. 

 
7. Look at Gideon’s new attitude in 8:7, 8:13-17. How does 
this compare to his character in chapters 6-7? 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Read 8:29-35 

8. At the end of Gideon’s life, would you describe him as a 
successful leader? Why or why not? 

 

 

 
 
 
Some might suggest Gideon was a successful leader. He 
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did lead a victory against the Midianites. But, then again, as far as his main aim he was unsuccessful. He’s meant to be helping 
the nation abandon false gods and stick with the Lord so that they can play their part in bringing God’s blessings to the world. 
By the end of his career Gideon himself becomes less dependent on God than he should. He’s only a tiny bit better than his 
fellow Israelites. As for Israel itself, it has run back into the arms of the false gods. Successful leaders stick with God, and help 
their people stick with God. 

 
A great witness 

Gideon was okay, that’s why he’s mentioned as one of the many witnesses in Hebrews 11-12: 

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 40 since God had 
planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 1 Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and 
lose heart. 

 
9. How is Jesus a better version of Gideon? 

 
 

 

 
10. What do you value in leaders and how does this stack up against God’s version of successful leadership? 

 

 

 
 
11. Think of a time you were disappointed by a leader (it could be at work, political, church, anywhere). Share in your group and 
help each other deal with that. 

 

 

T ake  Home  Message :   

J esus  is  the  true  l eader  worthy of  fo l lowing .  

Pray 

Praise God for the successful leadership of Jesus who endured pain and was faithful to God on our behalf. 

 
Pray for each other about our disappointments with flawed human leadership like Gideon. 

 
Pray for someone you could invite to Alpha in term 1 next year, and for those running it. 

 

Coming up 

Prayer and Praise Next Wednesday 8th November 7pm 

 
Short Term Mission in ministry to refugees and Muslims in Sydney 11th-20th November 

 
Carols in the Park Anderson Park Saturday 9th December 
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5 .  Samson the  under -ach i ever  

 

Following Sunday Nov 12th 

Judges 13:1-15:20 

 
Are you ready? It’s about to get pretty bad. Over these next few weeks Judges will 
go from worse to disgraceful. This week and next we meet Samson. Samson is a 
man with great potential from birth. In some ways he’s a mini Israel. 

He’s specially chosen to be used by God to show others God’s power and 
goodness. This is what Israel was supposed to do. Judges is meant to be the story 
of them clearing the promised land of false gods so that the whole world can see 
see the goodness of God in a nation that fully serves him. As a mini-Israel, Samson 
in the end falls quite a long way short of the task. 

He’s not the first to fall short of potential though. Most of us do at some point. Even 
in our faith in Christ. There are things we’d like to see happen, things we’d like to 
change. But it seems beyond our grasp. What stops us from living up to our calling 
as Christians? This part of Judges gives us some good pointers. 

 

Finish this sentence: If I reached my potential in life I could….. 

 

 
 

Samson Chosen by God 

Read 13:1-7, 24 

2. What would you say about the way Manoah’s wife fell pregnant? 

 

 

 
3. What is to be special about her child v5-7? 

 

 

 
 
4.What special gift was given to Samson and what do you think this means v24? 

 

 

 
 
Samson Chosen by Samson 

Read 14:1-10, 15:1-8 

5. What do you think of the language Samson uses about the woman in 14:1-3? 

 
 



21 

 

THESE . . .SCRIPTURES TESTIFY ABOUT ME, . .COME TO ME TO HAVE LIFE .   

Samson was a Nazirite, here’s what Numbers 6 tells us about how Nazirites should relate to dead things: 

6 “‘Throughout the period of their dedication to the Lord, the Nazirite must not go near a dead body. 7 Even if their 
own father or mother or brother or sister dies, they must not make themselves ceremonially unclean on account of 
them, because the symbol of their dedication to God is on their head.  

Number 6:6-7 

 
6. What do you think the lion honey incident tells us about Samson in 5-10 (v9 is a clue about what others might think!)? 

 

 
 

 
7. Why does Samson go after the Philistines here? For God or himself? 

 

 
 
 
The New Testament tells us: 

‘15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them.’ 

1 John 2:15  

 
8. How hard do you find it to do things for God rather than yourself or the things of the world? 

 

 

 

 
 
Just like Samson, we can easily live for ourselves and the things of the world. This can really stop us from enjoying all that we 
have in Jesus and living a content Christian life. Let’s be reminded who’s really in control of this life and how we can trust him. 

God’s Choosing Grace 

Read 15:9-20 

9. Who does Judah think is in control of this situation 9-11? 

 
 

 

 
 
10. Even though Samson has been less than faithful to God, what does God do in 14-17? 

 

 

 
 
 
Samson is the worst of the judges so far. He has wild moods, a problem with women and seems to forget that he was set apart 
at birth (as opposed to other judges who weren’t set apart until much later). He lived a half-hearted compromised life. Yet God 
acted graciously to his people by still using Samson as a deliverer. Today, in the midst of our half-hearted lives we have a 
much stronger and more faithful deliverer. 
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And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again. 

2 Corinthians 5:15  

 
In study 1 question 9 (page 10) it mentioned an area of life we’re you’re having trouble living for God. How is that going? One of 
the things that’ll help you live for God is remembering that you have a deliverer who provides everything you need. Whatever 
you give up for him you will ultimately never miss out on whatever you need. 

 

 

 

T ake  Home  Message :   

We  need Jesus to  de l i ver  us  from a  l i f e  that  fa l ls  short .  

 
 

Pray 

Thank Jesus for delivering us from sin and providing all that we need. 

 
Ask God to help us fully listen to him in the area of life we find difficult. 

 
Pray for the dpc missionary allocated to your home group. 

 
Pray for someone you could invite to Alpha in term 1 next year, and for those running it. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up 

Short Term Mission in ministry to refugees and Muslims in Sydney ON NOW 

 
End of year Primary School RI services at dpc Thursday 23rd November 

 
Carols in the Park Anderson Park Saturday 9th December 

 
Christmas lights starting in the fortnight before Christmas 
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Following Sunday Nov 19th 

Judges 16:1-31 

The grass is always greener on the other side. 

We know that saying. It talks about how we always feel like things could be better 
if we just go to do something else. You get a new tractor, but the one next door 
seems slightly better. You have a nice garden, but two doors down has more 
flowers. You’re a healthy weight, but your sister is a bit thinner. You like Qld, but 
have a sneaking suspicion NSW is the true motherland (okay, not everyone thinks 
that). 

As Christians, there can be the temptation to be a bit jealous of the non-Christian 
life. They sleep in Sundays, most nights are free, they get to keep their own 
money, they’re not really held accountable for all kinds of behaviour. It can be 
tempting to want some of that. 

As we turn to the last bit of the story about Samson we find him wanting to be an 
average Joe instead of the special set apart (Nazarite) judge he’s meant to be. 
Even though God still uses him, it’s not a glorious end. 

1. What’s something that you think would change in your life if you weren’t a Christian? 

 

 
 
 

Finding love 

Read Chapter 16:1-14 

2. How would you describe Samson’s experience with the woman in v1-3? 

 

 
 

 
3. How is his experience with Delilah different v4? 

 

 
 
 
Samson spends more time with Delilah than any of his other women, and this is the only one he is said to ‘love.’ This is a 
warning sign for us. As a Nazirite Samson’s biggest allegiance is meant to be to God and he’s meant to have an unshakeable 
love of the Lord. 

 
Everyday man  

Read 16:15-25 

4. How does Delilah challenge Samson to reveal the secret to his strength v15? 

 
 

 

6 .  r e luctant  sa int  
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5. What does Samson do? 

 
 

 

 

 
Samson has just revealed the secret of his strength, which he was not supposed to do, to the woman he is in love with. Even 
though she has continuously tested every other suggestion about how to remove his strength, he still is blinded by love. In v19 
he falls asleep on Delilah’s lap. 

 
6. Samson thought he had finally found love like a normal man. But what happens to him in 20-22? 

 

 

 
 
 
Remember Me  

Read 16:26-31 

7. Describe what Samson is doing and who is there in v25-27 

 
 

 

 

 
 
8. In his final moments who does Samson reach out to? And, is it for the right reasons? 

 

 

 
 
 
Samson had his eyes gouged out, the very things which played a major role in his problem with women. In a final act of 
revenge, rather than obedience, he calls out to God to give him strength.  God uses Samson to do what he was supposed to do: 
Clear the land of foreign gods and their worshippers so that the goodness of the true God could be known. But Samson is not a 
willing player. He just wanted to be an ordinary guy enjoying some women. Rejecting God’s call on his life was a disaster. 

 
 
A Holy Nation 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 
12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  

2 Peter 2:9-12 
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9. When or where do you most feel like a ‘foreigner’ in our world? 

 

 

10. What reasons might these passages give for Christians to stick with the Christian life? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

T ake  Home  Message :   

God 's  peop l e  face  pa in when they  deny the ir  ca l l ing  and joy  when they  embrace  Jesus '  l i f e  for  

them 

 
Pray 

Thank God for making you his special possession. 

 
Ask God to help us see the grass isn’t always greener on the other side! 

 
Pray for the end of year Primary School RI services on this Thursday at dpc.. 

 
Pray for someone you could invite to Alpha in term 1 next year, and for those running it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coming up 

End of year Primary School RI services at dpc Thursday 23rd November 

 
Carols in the Park Anderson Park Saturday 9th December 

 
Christmas lights starting in the fortnight before Christmas 
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7 .  fa lse  conf idence  

 

Following Sunday Nov 26th 

Judges 17:1-19:1 

34 year old Texan Mark Manson has started a brand new self-help movement. 
He's looked deep within his soul and realised that the old self-help movement 
was a waste of time. All about being the best self, travelling, achieving a goal, 
starting a business. But he realised that actually you can do all of that and still 
feel quite empty. He says there's a new way to do self-help that he's discovered 
after lots of reflection. And he's pretty confident. 

How confident are you in what's guiding you to live your life? 

 
In these chapters of Judges we find that the people of Israel are really confident 
they don’t need a king. Even though the parting words of Joshua to them as they 
entered their promised land was to remember the Lord as their true leader, as 
Judges closes it’s like they couldn’t care less about what He thinks. 

After much reflection Israel has other ideas. A new way of doing life. Their new 
system of self-help. Really confident in their new religion. But is it a really a well-
founded confidence? 

1. When was the last time you were confident in something that didn’t quite go according to plan? 

 

 

 
 
 
Micah’s Confidence  

Read Judges 17 

2. List all the things Micah does inv1-5: 

 

 

 

 
 
3.  What does Micah do in the rest of the chapter? 

 

 

 

 
 
4. Remind yourselves of Judges 2:16-19. Do you think Micah should have the confidence he has in v13? 
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The Confidence of the Danites 

Read Judges 18 

This chapter tells the story of the tribe of Dan heading North. You can 
see in the map. Just to give us the right background, Dan was 
actually meant to settle in the land where they start this migration. If 
they were obeying God they would’ve stayed put and fought for the 
land they were meant to have (See Joshua 19:40-48). 

5. Who do the Danites find and how do you think this makes them  
feel v1-5? 

 
 

 

 
 

 
6. Knowing the background from Joshua, what do you think of the 
plans of the Danites in v6-10? 

 

 

 

 
 
7. Look at v14-16 and v19-21. What’s the problem with how the Danites are looking to to give themselves confidence? 

 

 

 
 
The Danites knew what land they were supposed to have, and they knew that they should trust the promises of the Lord. 
Instead they go in search of an easier way and a god and priest who will give them easy answers. In the short term it’s actually 
working pretty well for them. But we know that God’s warning against idolatry will turn out to be true. The ominous words of 
19:1 will play out in a disgraceful end to act in the final chapters. 

 
True Confidence 

8. Do you think it’s true that we are confident in things when they work in the short term without thinking too much about the 
long term? What are some examples? 

 
 

 

 
 
10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

Ephesians 3:10-12 
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9. What reasons does Jesus give us true confidence as God’s King? 

 

 
 
10. When things aren’t working out with your health or money how can you remind each other to be confident in God? 

 

 

 

 

T ake  Home  Message :   

Without  k ing  Jesus we  can p lace  our  conf idence  in the  wrong th ings and fo l low fa lse  

re l i g ion.  

 
Pray 

Thank God that we can have confidence in king Jesus 

 
And ask God to show you where you are tempted to put your confidence in short term easy answers. 

 
Pray for the Carols in the Park coming up on December 9th. 

 
Pray for someone you could invite to Alpha in term 1 next year, and for those running it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coming up 

Carols in the Park Anderson Park Saturday 9th December. 

 
Christmas lights starting in the fortnight before Christmas 

 
Christmas Eve services at 5pm & 7pm, and Christmas Day at 730am. 
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Following Sunday Dec 3rd 

Judges 19:1-21:25 

In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. 

These chapters mark the low point in the history of Israel. They are the most 
graphic and awful of the entire Christian Scriptures. 

They are at the end of a long but certain downward spiral of the people who were 
supposed to be worshiping God to show the world how good God was. 

When you look at how people behave here, it is sickening. There is nothing 
redeeming about it. 

Where is God in all of this? 

Frankly, God lets the people have what they want: control of their own lives. In the 
previous chapters they had embraced idolatry, and in these chapters their 
morality shows what life is like when a community cuts itself off from God. 

 

How do you think people decide what is right and wrong without God? 

 

 
 
 
Never Been Done 

Read 19:1-4 

2. What do we learn about Israel at this point? 

 

 

 
 
3. Levites are supposed to be the priests for the national of Israel. How would you describe the way this priest is behaving? 

 

 

 
 
 
After going to his concubine’s father’s place, and eventually getting his concubine, the Levite continues on his journey. As night 
approaches he seeks someone to host him, his servant and his concubine, in the Israelite town of Gibeah. They are eventually 
taken in by an older man. For this part of the reading break into smaller groups. We’ll fill out a table comparing this story with 
the story of Sodom. 

 

 
4. Break into smaller groups and quietly read for yourselves 19:22-30. It’s horrible, so allow each other a moment to reflect. 

8 .  No  k ing  
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So much for being God’s holy people. Such a thing had never been done in Israel. 

______ 

If you or someone you know has experienced sexual assault and needs help then talk to one of the pastors, call the 
Dalby Hope Centre (dalbyhope.org) or contact these support services: 

Sexual Assault Helpline Queensland (24/7)  Phone: 1800 010 120 

Kobi house (based in Toowoomba providing immediate support to sexual assault victims) https://
www.health.qld.gov.au/darlingdowns/locations/public-medicine 

 
For an in-depth look at the way sexual assault is addressed in the Bible you can listen to this lecture: 

https://withmeagrepowers.wordpress.com/2014/06/18/bibles-attitude-to-rape/ from 59:20 on judges, the whole 
thing is an investigation of the Bible’s attitude to rape. 

___ 

 
Civil War 

All the leaders of Israel gather at Mizpah and the Levite concocts a story that portrays him as the innocent party. 

Read 20:8-18 

5. What do the people of Israel decide to do? 

 
 

 Genesis 19:1-15 Judges 19:22-30 

Is it an Israelite city?   

How are the stories similar to start?   

What do the men of the town want?   

What is the response from inside the 
house? How did the ‘men inside’ be-
have differently? 

  

Which people seem less Godly, the 
Sodomites or the Israelites? 

  

http://www.dvconnect.org.au/?page_id=342
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/darlingdowns/locations/public-medicine
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/darlingdowns/locations/public-medicine
https://withmeagrepowers.wordpress.com/2014/06/18/bibles-attitude-to-rape/
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6. What do you think it means that they don’t consult God until v18? 

 
 
 
7. Read v35, 45-46. This is the greatest number of deaths of any of the battles of Judges. What do you think this tells us about 
Israel as God’s people at this time? 

 
 
 
Wife Stealing Madness 

Read 21:15-25 

8. How did they go about finding wives for the tribe of Benjamin? 

 
 
 
What a finish. Israel have abandoned God, using him only as a way to approve their vile behaviour. They’ve turned on each 
other, they’ve degraded women, they’ve spread their idolatrous bloodlust across their entire land. 

If the big question of Judges is ‘will Israel follow God and bring about his plan to bring life to the earth?’ Then the big answer is 
absolutely not. They needed a good judge, who wouldn’t die, who could deal with their sin and change their hearts. 

9. Why do you think God lets Israel, and other, people sink to such lows before he steps in? 

 
 
 
Read Hebrews 2:10-18 

10. How does Jesus do everything the Israelites were supposed to? 

 
 

 
11. How do we stop ourselves from living purely by what is right in our own eyes? 

 

 

 

Take  Home  Message :   

God  l ets  peop l e  do  what  they want so they  might  rea l ise  they  need  the  goodness of  Chr ist .  

Pray 

Thank God that Jesus did everything the Israelites couldn’t. 

Ask God for the help  of his spirit as we seek to do what is right in His eyes 

Pray for the Carols in the Park coming up on 9th December . 

Pray for someone you could invite to Alpha in term 1 next year, and for those running it. 

Coming up 

Carols in the Park Anderson Park Saturday 9th December 

Christmas lights starting in the fortnight before Christmas 
 
Christmas Eve services at 5pm & 7pm, and Christmas Day at 730am. 
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