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Small groups have been part of DPC for years. Some of you in this 
group will have been in one for several years. As we start a new year 
it’s helpful to remind ourselves what we’re doing together.  Here’s 
what one Christian has written about small groups: 

With few exceptions, modern-day small groups are great at 
producing: 

• Christians who sit in circles and talk to one another inside a 
building 

• people who read and comment on the Bible 

• people who rant about how they long to “get out there” and do 
something that matters 

• people who awkwardly end their time by praying for “prayer 
requests” 

• people who go home unchallenged and unchanged. 

Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore stay where you are and make 
Christians of the people you already know, baptizing them in the 
name of consumer Christianity, and teaching them to sit in rooms 
with one another, read the Bible, and pray for one another. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age’ (Matthew 
28:18-20, SGRV*). Small Group Revised Version 

 

 

STUDY 1 

REMEMBER WHY WE ARE HERE  
Following Sunday February 3rd  



5 

 

 

1. What does your group think of those comments? 

 

 
 
 

The Christian community 
2. Divide these verses in your group. Note what they tell us about being Christians together. 

 

 

 
 

3. Think about the congregation you are in on a Sunday. How easy is it to carry out those verses if you 
only had Sunday services? 

 
 
 

 
If all we did were Sunday services it would be difficult to make sure as a church we were carrying out 
the commands to love one another, encourage one another, bear one another’s burdens etc. Small 
groups in all our ministry areas are a practical way of being obedient in the Christian faith. 

Keeping groups focused 
4. If you had to describe in your own words what your group is about, what would you say? 

 

 
 
 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 

5. Who should be at the centre of all dpc groups and why? 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
Acts 2:42-47 
Ephesians 4:15-16 
Acts 5:42 
John 13:34-35 

Galatians 6:1-2 
Hebrews 3:12-14 
Psalm 133 
1 John 4:11-13 
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6. What kinds of things are involved in making disciples? 

 
 
 
 
7. What is the difference between knowledge and obedience? 

 

 

 
 

Watch dpc.cc/2019a  

The great commission forms the base of our church mission statement: 

Small groups are the practical way we help each other carry out this mission. 

8. If our small groups are about following Jesus who calls us together to Grow and Go, how have the 
groups you have been in in the past managed the balance between Grow and Go? 

 
 

 
 

9. As you prepare for this year, what ideas do you have to genuinely help each other Grow? 

• Preparation expectations 

• Attendance expectations 

• Dealing with sickness 

• Talking about sin 

• Breaking into single gender for deeper conversation 

• Spiritual disciplines 

• Other ideas? 

Reminder 
Following Jesus who calls us together to 

Grow and Go reach the world.  

OK 
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10 . As you prepare for this year, what ideas do you have to genuinely help each other Go? 

• Prayer 

• Regular social things including non-Christians 

• Supporting each other with daily encouragements 

• Other ideas? 

 

 

 

Roma 
One of the things you can do to help each other and another church in the Darling Downs, is to go as a 
group to Roma Presbyterian one Sunday. Discuss as a group when and how this might work.  

 

Go to dpc.cc/roma to see a few more details and select a date before you pray, 

 

 

Pray 
• Thank Jesus for saving us into a family under God our father 

• For your group to be centered on Jesus 

• For your group to help each other Grow and Go 

• For our church family as we think about our vision for the year this weekend 

• For all our dpc ministry partners meeting together this Saturday 

 

 

 

 

Coming up 
• Ministry Partner Day this Saturday 

• Vision Sunday this Sunday 

• Staying Sharp starting this Friday and every second Friday 

• Edge for youth and Truthzone for kids starting Friday 
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STUDY 2 

WHAT & HOW 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

Following Sunday February 10th 

What are you part of? Most people today are joined to lots of things. 
They’re in a family, workplace, school or maybe a sports club. They 
might be part of a church or a gym. Perhaps there are work related 
groups, and then there’s all the groups people are a part of online. 

As we think about what we want to see at Dalby Presbyterian it’s 
worth exploring what we’re actually a part of and what it means for 
us. 
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Make a list of all the things you are part of and what your involvement means? 

 

 
 
 
What we want to see - Our Vision 
We talk about our church Vision as a way of saying what  we want to see in 2021. When we turn up on 
Sundays or meet together the kind of things we want us and other to see are in our Vision. 

 
By 2021 we want to see a Church family of people who are:  

• Prayerfully Seeking God 

 

• Actively Engaged in Evangelism 

 

• Discipling Disciple Makers 

 

• Three Sustainable Congregations 

 

• Taking Practical Actions Valuable to Dalby 

 

• Supporting Church Growth in the Darling Downs and the World 

 

 
 
2. Individually, write how you are involved under each of the above elements. Share those around the 
group 

How we go about it - Mission 
Our Mission just means how  we will go about achieving our Vision. We were reminded of it last week: 

• Following Jesus who calls us together to grow and go reach the world. 

 
Read Ephesians 4:1-16 

Connecting with Jesus and others v1-6 

3. Church is described as a body. What does that mean for our relationships in our congregation? 
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4. What binds us together and what does that mean? 

 
 
 
 
Growing in Christ v14-16 

5. What are the signs and benefits of growth in God’s people? 

 
 
 
Going out as part of the mission v7-13 
6. Where does the power come from to do God’s work, and how does this make you feel? 

 
 
 
 
7. Fill in these gaps… 

Christ gave ... 

to equip ...  

for works of ministry, so that ... 

 

8. What does it make you think that it is actually all God’s people who do the works of ministry? 

 
 
 
 
Being part of dpc leads to each of us being part of the ministries of connecting with Jesus, growing 
with him and going on mission together.  Congregational leadership teams (CLTs) will help us focus 
on these main things. Connect teams help people new on Sundays get involved, Grow teams look after 
home group leaders and the Go team helps us have opportunities for evangelism, See who’s in your 
team across the page. Some teams aren’t complete! Mitch will help Grow teams, and Peter will help 
Connect and Go teams. 

 
9. How are you part of the mission at Dalby Presbyterian? 

 
 
 
10. Who has invited you to be part of something at our church? 

 
 
11. Who can you invite to join in with something you are part of at church? 
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Pray 
• For us to be faithful to the vision that God has put before us 

• For us to rely on Christ for the gifts needed to do his work 

• That each of us would see our ministry is valuable to God and his people 

 
Coming Up 

• Edge (Youth) Pancakes and Jesus night Friday March 1st 

• Prayer and Praise Tuesday March 5th 

 Connect Grow Go 

Early 

   

Ten30 

   

5pm 

   

Ross 

Suzanne 

Merryll 

Jason 

Bec 

Trevor Maree 

Bill 

Glenn 

Jo 

Carol 

Greg 

Camille 

Joel 

Vicki Bonny 

Kylie 

Ruth Glenn Bruce Desley Rach Gav Liesel 

Steve Selina 

Troy 



12 

 

STUDY 3 

JESUS  

“Those who hunger for time off from work may take heart from the 
forecast of political scientist Sebastian de Grazia that the average 
work week, by the year 2000, will average 31 hours, and perhaps as 
few as 21. Twenty years later, on-the-job hours may have dwindled 
to 26, or even 16.” 

Gastonia Gazette, Nov 26 1967 Gastonia, North Carolina 

 
This was one of the many predictions in the 60s of a future of 
machine driven work that would see people working fewer hours 
for the same income. It hasn’t happened yet! 

 

Matthew 11:25-30 

Following Sunday February 17th 
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1.Why do you think promises like this are so popular? 

 

 

 
 
 
This week we’re taking a look at Jesus and how something about him speaks powerfully to our hearts. 

A call to follow 
2. In v29 what is it that Jesus wants the people around him to do? 

 

 
 
3. Divide these verses to look up and discuss what they say about following Jesus: 

John 8:12, Matthew 4:19, 8:34, 10:38, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:10, 1 Peter 2:21, Rev 17:14 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
4. Take a look at this quote and discuss whether you are more of a fan or a follower of Jesus. 

“The biggest threat to the church today is fans who call themselves Christians but 
aren’t actually interested in following Christ. They want to be close enough to Jesus to 
get all the benefits, but not so close that it requires anything from them...Fans don’t 
mind him doing a little touch-up work, but Jesus wants complete renovation. Fans come to 
Jesus thinking tune-up, but Jesus is thinking overhaul. Fans think a little makeup is fine, but 
Jesus is thinking makeover. Fans think a little decorating is required, but Jesus wants a 
complete remodel. Fans want Jesus to inspire them, but Jesus wants to interfere with their 
lives.”  
Kyle Idleman, Not a Fan: Becoming a Completely Committed Follower of Jesus 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Jesus wants the wholehearted trust of his people, he’s not just asking for us to be ‘ok’ with him. He’s 
asking us to be 100% for him and with him. 
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The right to call 
5. What does v27 tell us about the special relationship between Jesus the Son and his Father? (see 
also John 17:1-5, Colossians 1:15-20). 

 
 
 

 
6. When we follow Jesus what are we being given, and what do you think this means? 

 
 
 
 
 
Jesus has been given all authority by the Father. All things have been entrusted to him. He is the exact 
representation of God. Jesus has every right to call people to follow him. 

 
At the time of Jesus being a Jewish person was a lot of work. They had the Old Testament, and on top 
of that they had the Talmud, an additional 6000+ pages of interpretation and rules: 

 

It made a relationship with God seem almost impossible. Jesus said in Luke: 

And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens 
they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. 

Luke 11:46  

Delight to follow 
7. What does the type of people the Father reveals things to tell us about the character of God? 
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8. What does Jesus say he is like to follow? 

 
 
 
 
9. What do you think this means? 

 
 

 

10. In what ways can we make following Jesus unnecessarily a burden? 

 
 
 
11. Throughout 2019 at dpc we are focusing on praying for our non-Christian friends and family. We 
want them to delight in Jesus. Go around the group and mention one person each to pray for. 

 
Pray 

• Praise Jesus for showing us the father 

• Praise our Father for revealing himself fully through Christ 

• Ask God to help us delight in his son 

• For our youth to invite their friends to the Pancakes and Jesus night  next Friday 

Coming up 
• Staying Sharp this Friday and every second Friday 

• Edge (Youth) Pancakes and Jesus night Friday March 1st 

• Prayer and Praise Tuesday March 5th 

• Connect Events Sunday March 10th 

Reminder 
Jesus has all the authority of his father 
and calls us to delight in following him.  

OK 
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STUDY 4   

CHURCH 

Church. Maybe you’ve always done it. Maybe you don’t quite get it. 
Maybe it doesn’t meet your needs. Maybe you love it just the way it is. 
It’s very familiar, which is very risky. It’s good for us as God’s people to 
go back to the Scriptures and see what God has to say about church. 

 

Ephesians 3:10-11, Acts 2:41-47 

Following Sunday February 24th 
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1.What is church for? 

 

 
 
 
Read Acts 2:41-47. It’s the first time that people filled with the Holy Spirit gather because of Christ. 
We’re going to use this as a springboard to think about church. 

 
Compelling witness v47 
2. What did people do when they noticed the first Christians and why do you think they did it? 

 
 
 
 
29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 30 
The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him 
on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might 
bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, 
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

Acts 5:29-32 

3. What is it that Christians are a witness of? 

 
 
 
Comprehensive discipleship v42 
4. Note the things that these first Christians did together: 

 
 
 
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:11-13 

5. If this passage describes the average Christian as “his people”, what are they meant to be doing 
and how does that help the church? 
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Compassionate service v45 
9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

Galatians 6:9-10 

6. How are Christian people expected to behave towards those in need? 
 

 
 
Caring and welcoming community v42, 44, 46 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, 
since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

1 John 4:7-11 

7. What should be the experience of someone joining in for the first time? 

 
 
 
Charismatic worship and prayer v42, 47 

18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 
19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and 
make music from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 5:18-20 

 
8. What should the gathering of Christians look like? 

 
 
And the goal 
Read Ephesians 3:10-11 

9. What is church for? 
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Sometimes people will ask ‘Who is church for?’ By which people normally mean is it for Christians or 
non-Christians. It’s a question that would have seemed odd in the New Testament. Mainly because 
the church is  Christians more than it is for  Christians. We need to be careful we don’t try and make it 
for us when it should be for making God known. 

 
Take a look at dpc.cc/2019b 

 
10. How do we go at being the church as dpc? 

 
 
 
 
11. In the study we’ve looked at these areas of being the church: 

• compelling witness, 

• comprehensive discipleship, 

• compassionate service, 

• caring and welcoming community, 

• charismatic worship and prayer. 

Pick one of these areas where you want to see God keep working in you. 

 

 

 
 
The Church exists to make know the wisdom of God in the world through Christ. 

 
Prayer 

• Based on answers to question 11 

• For  converts—remember the people that came up last week and pray again 

• Roma Presbyterian to continue to grow in gospel unity and numbers—their agm is this 
weekend 

• For our youth to invite their friends to the Pancakes and Jesus night  this Friday 

 

Coming up 
• Edge (Youth) Pancakes and Jesus night Friday March 1st 

• Prayer and Praise Next Tuesday March 5th at 7pm 

• Connect Events Sunday March 10th 

• Kids Weekender Friday March 15 to Sunday March 17th 
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LAMENTATIONS 

We are not consumed 
Watch dpc.cc/2019c  

lament 

/ləˈmɛnt/ 

noun 
a passionate expression of grief or sorrow. 

 

12 On the tenth day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, who served the king of 
Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13 He set fire to the temple of the Lord, the royal palace and 
all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building he burned down. 14 The whole 
Babylonian army, under the commander of the imperial guard, broke down all the walls 
around Jerusalem. 15 Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile some 
of the poorest people and those who remained in the city, along with the rest of the 
craftsmen and those who had deserted to the king of Babylon. 

Jeremiah 52:12-15 

 
It’s July 9th 586BC. 
By now there are only mouldy scraps and the smallest amount of water. The government has fallen, 
the military lay smashed on the battlefield. Inside the walls - silence. Outside the growing roar of 
soldiers pushing their way in. 

Then it breaks. 

Suddenly everyone is running, smoke starts to rise on the edges of town. Faster coming towards the 
centre. People lay dead in the streets. 

Then the temple. 

The home of Yahweh is on fire. And He does nothing. 

By the end of the day thousands of people are loaded onto carts and taken. All that remains are a 
handful of people. No-ones, with nothing, going nowhere. 

 
What happened to God and his great people? The pain is overwhelming. Sadness crushes all who 
witnessed it. 

 
And so Lamentations is born. 

The Book of Lamentations may not be the most popular book in the Bible, but it is an essential 
ingredient for helping humans to understand an important aspect of their relationship with God – the 
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expression of grief and distress. This special book is a collection of five lament poems recounting the 
tragic fall of Jerusalem to Babylon. This catastrophic event was the direct result of Israel's constant 
rebellion against God's Covenant. 
 
Now surrounded by war, grief and suffering, the people of Israel acknowledge their sin and cry out to 
God for restoration and repentance in the lament poems. The poems are studied by us, but for them 
they were read out loud. They read them together at festivals, at home alone or in their family. Read 
out loud as a way to process emotion and confusion. 

 

How the book is put together. 
We don’t know who wrote Lamentations. It has often been said that Jeremiah did. That may be true as 
he was the great prophet at the time of the exile. But, it doesn’t say and that means we can’t be 100% 
sure. 

 
The book is 5 chapters or 5 poems. Chapters 1,2 and 4 have each of their 22 verses starting with the 
22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Chapter 3 has 66 verses with each letter of the Hebrew alphabet 
repeated 3 times. Chapter 5 doesn’t have this pattern, but is still a 22 line poem. It’s a pity our English 
version doesn’t try to carry across this alphabet pattern. 

It seems to be an artistic way of laying out the A-Z of grief and pain. 

 
For us 
Reading Lamentations helps us today to understand that communicating our distress to God about 
what's wrong in our lives is an appropriate response to the evil in the world, rather than keeping it 
bottled up inside. 

 
Lamentations also gives us a better understanding at the grief of the cross. The utter devastation 
caused by sin that was taken by Christ. It reminds us of the hopelessness of sin without God’s 
intervention, and the faithfulness of God in the middle of our own unfaithfulness. 

 
Perhaps being sad and distressed about sin is a gift we have lost. Perhaps Lamentations will 
encourage us to rekindle it. 

 
Mitch, Peter, Joshua. 

Term 1 2019. 
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STUDY 5  

DISTRESSING DAYS  

 

Think back over the last few days or week. Has the way you acted made it seem like you think sin 
doesn’t really matter that much? 

 

 

 
 

Distressed daughter 
Read Lamentations 1:1-17 

2. Describe the things that have happened to Jerusalem (same as Zion, Judah, the City) in v1-6? 

 

 

 

 
 
3. Notice how the word comfort is repeated in this section. What does it tell us about God’s people? 

 
 

 

 
 
Jerusalem is isolated, crushed and friendless. Not a single glimmer of hope as the book opens, just a 
chance for them to express their dismay at the consequences that had fallen on them. 

 

Cut out of the family 
Read 1:18-2:17 
4. 800 or so years earlier, just after Israel had escaped Egypt, at the foot of Mt Sinai God gave the ten 
commandments through Moses and other instructions about being his people. Take a look at these 
two readings and summarise in your own words: 

Deuteronomy 28:1-6: 

 

 

 

Lamentations 1-2 
Following Sunday March 10th 
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Deuteronomy 28:15-19: 

 
 

 
 
 
5. What do these verses tell us about why Jerusalem knows they are in such grief? 

1:18 

 

 
1:22 

 

 
2:4-5 

 

 
2:17 

 

 
 
6. What does this tell us about the consequences of sin? 

 

 

 
 
The people of Jerusalem really shouldn’t have been surprised. This is exactly what God had said 
would happen. It was what they had been taught for generations - if you sin against God you will be 
kicked out of the covenant. But it seems that the only way to know what this really meant was to 
experience it. 

 

Needing to be heard 2:18-22 
7. Who are they lamenting toward and why do you think they are doing that? 

 

 
 
 
 
The sin of God’s people had real and painful consequences. They knew the reason for the pain and the 
one behind it. In their distress they were desperate for someone to at least see, perhaps to 
understand. That day would come. 
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Real pain 
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 
along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My 
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with 
me.” 

Matthew 26:36-38 

 
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three 
in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which 
means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).  
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on 
a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if 
Elijah comes to save him.” 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

Matthew 27:45-50 

 
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made 
no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

1 Peter 2:23 

 
Jesus went through immense pain as he went to the cross. Dying as though he had done the same 
thing as those crying out in Lamentations. The full force of God’s wrath absorbed by him on the cross. 
It is good news. When we cast out sin on Christ he faces the horror of lamentations so we won’t have 
to. 

 
Sin has consequences. Perhaps some pain now, but with Christ we never face those consequences 
fully. Without him, eternal and unimaginable grief. 

 
8. When have you seen the consequences of your own sin? 

 

 

 
 

9. Is there a sin you’ve been dealing with that you have never talked to God or anyone else about? Take 
a moment to reflect prayerfully by yourself. Who will you talk to about it? 
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10. If someone came to you to talk about their sin how would you help them? 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Sin had real and painful consequences for Israel, it does for us and overwhelmingly for Jesus 

 
 

Pray 
• Confess your sin and it’s current consequences 

• Ask Christ to take your sin and thank him for facing its full horror 

• Pray for an opportunity to mix some Christian and non-Christian friends in the lead up to 
Easter 

• Pray for some you know to  come along for our Easter pancake breakfast or our Easter 
services. 

 

 

Coming up 
• Kids Weekender this weekend (No Truthzone) 

• High School RI seminars on Monday April 1st 

• Easter Pancake breakfast, Thomas Jack Park Saturday April 13th 7am 
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STUDY 6  

HOPE IN THE MIDST OF DESTRUCTION  

 

The tv show ‘My strange addictions’ is about people who have developed some incredibly weird 
habits to deal with pain in their life. There was the person who ate toilet paper, the person who drank 
air freshener and the one who when asked to choose between their spouse and their puppets chose 
the puppets. Strange doesn’t seem like a strong enough word. 

We might not be at that extreme, but most of us develop habits and patterns to avoid dealing with 
problems. Even to avoid dealing with sin. No one likes feeling bad. No one likes feeling guilty. No one 
likes feeling like they’ve failed. So we eat, drink or shop rather than something more helpful for a 
Christian 

 
1. What do you do or turn to, other than God, when sin or distance from God is making you feel down? 

 

 

 
 

Yahweh against them 
Read Lamentations 3:1-20 

Remember that this is a book they would read out loud at their festivals. From chapter 3 it takes a very 
personal turn. Suddenly they would all be speaking together, but in the first person: 

I am the man who has seen affliction 

by the rod of his wrath. 

It was me. I did it. But it’s also personal because it’s between the two of them - I and He. Me and God. 

 
2. Look how many verses uses the word ‘He’. Write down what ‘He’ is doing here. 

 
 

 

 
3. In v18-20 what are they saying is their biggest loss? 

 
 
 
 
The book takes a sudden turn. A positive turn. The only real positive note in the book. 

Lamentations 3:1-39 
Following Sunday March 17th 
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Waiting for Yahweh 
Read Lamentations 3:21-24 

4. Why are they determined to do? 
 

 

 

 
5. Why do you think they can say these words? 

 

 

 
 
They aren’t dead. They’re not utterly abandoned. They can still cry out. All that they know of God has 
taught them that he can rescue them. 

 

Calling to Yahweh 
Read Lamentations 3:25-39 

6. What does a verse like v31-33 tell us why they might still be calling out to God? 

 
 
 
 
7.What does a verse like v37-39 tell us why they might still be calling out to God? 

 
 
 
 
The people of God know that Yahweh does not senselessly punish. He acts with justice having seen 
injustice. These people know that in the state they now find themselves in that God has carried out 
what they deserve. They cry out to him because it’s his justice they are feeling. They cry out to him 
because it’s him they have the problem with. 

Who you gonna call? 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-19 
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8. Reconciliation means restoring former friends. What does that tell us about the consequences of 
our sin? 

 
 

 
 
 
9. Are there any bad habits you are in to try and deal with the consequences of sin in your life? 

• Over eating 

 

• Drinking 

 

• Lust 

 

• Spending 

 

• Others? 

 

 
 
 
10.  What would it mean for you to go to Jesus for rescue and renewal instead? 

 
 
 
 
 
Because we have sinned against God we need God’s rescue in Jesus. 

Pray 
• Try to include v21-24 in a prayer 

• Ask God to help us lament over sin 

• High School RI  at the state school in a few weeks 

• For the non-Christian who you would love to see become one of God’s children 

• The MOPs Easter morning on April 2nd 
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Coming up 
• Staying Sharp this Friday and every second Friday morning 

• High School RI seminars on Monday April 1st 

• MOPS Easter morning Tuesday April 2nd 

• Combined Youth Event Friday April 5th 

• Easter Pancake breakfast, Thomas Jack Park Saturday April 13th 7am. 
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STUDY 7   

WATCHING EYES  

 

There are hundreds of surveillance cameras in Dalby. They are on the road, in Cunningham Street, in 
shops, in houses. All of them tracking people’s behaviour. And that’s before you think about how 
much they can track through your phone. When you think about the amount you are being watched it 
can be a little scary. 

In this chapter we’re reflecting God’s view of things. He can see everything everywhere. Depending on 
who you are, that is either really great or really horrid. 

 
 
1. What do you think when you hear that God can see everything? 

 

 
 

 

 

Extensive 
Read Lamentations 4:1-20 

2. What ages and classes of people are mentioned here? 

 
 

 
 
 
3. How are God’s people when compared to wild animals? 

 

 
 
 
 
4. How did their neighbours respond in v11-12? 

 

 
 
 

 

Lamentations 4 
Following Sunday March 24th 
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Over the border 
Read Lamentations 4:21-22 

5. Zion is a way of talking about God’s people (Israel) and Edom and Uz are Israel’s neighbours. What 
is God reassuring his people about here? 

 
 

The whole book 
The book of lamentations is set out like a series of acrostic poems based on their alphabet. Here’s an 
example of an acrostic poem based on the start our alphabet 

All dogs are bad 

Bad are all dogs 

Cats are the best 

Dogs are all bad... 

 
We can’t see it in our English translations but in the original language here’s how lamentations works: 

 
6. Why do you think it might be set out like this? 
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Total Justice & Total Forgiveness 
7. What confidence might come from knowing God had seen all their sin? 

 

 

 
 

 

 
12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account. 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has 
been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach 
God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need. 

Hebrews 4:12-16 

 
 
8. What is bad about God seeing everything? 

 

 
 
 
9. What is good about God seeing everything 
 
 

 
 

 
10. Divide up the alphabet in your group. Using those letters to start your sentence, write the ways in 
which God has blessed you through Christ. Share some you can come up with. 
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Pray 
• Use your answers to question 10 to praise God in prayer 

• High School RI  at the state school in a few weeks 

• For the non-Christian who you would love to see become one of God’s children 

• The MOPs Easter morning on April 2nd 

 
Coming up 

• High School RI seminars next Monday  

• MOPS Easter morning  next Tuesday  

• Combined youth event next  Friday  

• Easter Pancake breakfast, Thomas Jack Park Saturday April 13th 7am. 

• Good Friday Services at 8am and 930am, Easter Sunday 815am, 1030am, 5pm. 
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STUDY 8  

READY TO SHARE THE GOSPEL 

It’s only a few weeks till Easter. You might have already had your 
first hot cross buns. After all they have been available since 
December….. 

Easter gives us an opportunity to celebrate king Jesus and it often 
creates chances to more easily talk about church or our faith. 

We’ve been praying all year for people to know the Lord. In this last 
week of home group we’re going to look at how we are involved in 
mission together.  By the end of this night the aim is for you to be 
ready with words to share the gospel. 

 

1. Talk about who you have been praying for and how hard or easy it has been to keep praying. 

 

GO. INVITE. MIX. ASK TELL. SHARE 
The path to people coming to faith usually has a number of steps and involves a bunch of people in a 
church family. 

We can often think too much about ourselves. That we don’t have what it takes to do ministry or share 
the gospel. But, not only is God capable of doing anything through us, he also wants us to do things as 
a team. A church family where our gifts work together. 

GIMATS is a way of breaking down the path to faith and helping to see how we can do it together. Our 
Easter event gives us a great chance to do M and mix our Christian and non-Christian friends. 

3. Who can you invite to the pancake breakfast or Easter services? 

 

 

GOD. OUR. SINS. PAYING. EVERYONE. LIFE. 
4. If the person you have been praying for asks what you believe what will you say? 

 

 

 

There are lots of ways to say what it means to be a Christian.  Here we’re going to learn a handy way to 
remember it using the word GOSPEL. Each letter will explain one point and each time you’ll have a 
chance to write it in your own words. Get one or two people to share their re-write each time. 

First take a look at dpc.cc/2019d 

Being ready for the S in GIMATS 
Following Sunday March 31st 

dpc.cc/2019d
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God created us to be with Him. 
In these two chapters God creates all the universe and everything in it (Genesis 1:1). He called on Adam 
and Eve “be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28), filling the world with their family. The job of people 
was to take care of the earth (Genesis 2:15). 

People were made to enjoy deep friendship with God and each other. His original plan was that you 
and I were in absolute and perfect relationship with Him and with each other in total unity.  

But that plan was interrupted… 

In your own words: 

G 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sins separate us from God. 
Satan, God’s number 1 enemy, was there in the beginning and tried to convince Adam and Eve to eat 
fruit from the tree God told them not to (Genesis 3:6). That rejection of God was the first sin. They knew 
it wasn’t right and rather than facing up to it they hid from the God they were supposed to love. Men 
and women have been hiding from God ever since. 

Their sin had consequences: they were kicked out of the garden (Genesis 3:23,24), having kids 
became really difficult (Genesis 3:16) and work turned from enjoyable to something we love to hate 
(Genesis 3:17-19). 

As a result of their sin every person with human blood in their veins, including you and me, has been 
born sinful and selfish. Humanity has been playing with God’s words and ignoring him since. Every 
war, famine, argument, sin and tragedy can be traced back to the garden of Eden where Adam and Eve 
chose to turn their backs on God for a taste of fruit. 

In your own words: 

O 
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Sins cannot be removed by good deeds.  
From the beginning humans have tried to get rid of the stain of sin by doing good things. Like when 
Adam and Eve’s kid Cain offered God vegetables to try and deal with his sin, but God rejected it 
(Genesis 4:1-4). Cain was infuriated and killed his brother. Cain’s good attempt at a good offering 
didn’t deal with his sinful heart – he should have gone to God for that.  

The rest of the Old Testament tells the story of the Jewish people, some of whom realized they were 
sinners and needed God to save them (Psalm 51:1,2) and most of whom trusted in their own goodness 
instead of the mercy and grace of God (Isaiah 64:6). 

In your own words: 

S 

 

 

 

 
Paying for sin, Jesus died and rose again.  
When Jesus came to the earth He lived the perfect life that we could not live and died in our place, for 
our sin. When he died upon the cross he screamed the words “It is finished” (John 19:30). What he 
meant by these three words was that the price for our sins was paid completely.  

Jesus rose from the dead three days after he was murdered on the cross (Mark 16:6). He was seen by 
over 500 witnesses (I Corinthians 15:6) on at least 12 separate occasions over the course of forty days 
(Acts 1:3). Because he died our sins are paid for entirely. Because he rose from the dead we know that 
Jesus was who he claimed to be, God in the flesh. 

In your own words: 

P 

 

 

 

 
Everyone who trusts in Him alone has eternal life. 
The amazing thing about eternal life is that it is a free gift given to us by God through faith, trusting 
God, and not by any of our good deeds (Ephesians 2:8,9). When we believe that Jesus died for our sins 
and trust in Him we get eternal life (John 5:24). 
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Almost the entire New Testament is dedicated to talking about this eternal life and the implications of 
it in our everyday lives. From John through Jude the disciples of Jesus show us how to live like Jesus 
intended, serving each other in love. This is the heart of eternal life! 

In your own words: 

E 

 
 
 
Life with Jesus starts now and lasts forever. 
Because Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead we will be with Jesus forever in heaven. 
When we trust in Jesus we enter into a personal, permanent relationship with God called “eternal life.” 

Part of the reality of eternal life is that it doesn’t start after you die but as soon as you believe (John 
10:10). This life is the joy of a real, exciting relationship with Jesus every single day through prayer, 
worship and living in the strength that God provides through his Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). 

In your own words: 

L 
 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
• For boldness and opportunities to share the gospel 

• For the non-Christian who you would love to see become one of God’s children 

• The  Easter Pancake breakfast 

 
Coming Up 

• Combined youth event this Friday  

• Easter Pancake breakfast, Thomas Jack Park Saturday April 13th 7am 

• Good Friday Services at 8am and 930am, Easter Sunday 815am, 1030am, 5pm 
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