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[INTRODUCTION TO LUKE 1-9]

Most people know who you mean when you say the name Jesus. Even if they’ve never been to
church. Chances are most people know at least a little about him.
If you’re new to church, you might feel like you know a bit but there’s so much more.
If you’ve grown up in church, Jesus might seem very familiar.
Wherever you’re at, having a solid understanding of Jesus and what he did is really important.
For the person who already follows Jesus, getting know Jesus better will help you follow him
and help your life be shaped by him. For anyone else, getting to know who Jesus is, what he’s
about, and what he’s done could change your life.
Who is Jesus?
Thankfully, we have stacks of historical evidence for Jesus - considerably more than any other
person in the rst century.
Not only that; in the Bible we have 4 biographies of Jesus’ life - the gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. These give us so much info on who Jesus is. These biographies are all a little
di erent, and together help us to see Jesus clearly.
Luke, the author of the 3rd gospel, writes to give certainty about Jesus.
He tells us that in the opening verses:
“1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been ful lled among
us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the rst were eyewitnesses and
servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from
the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.”
Luke 1:1-4

Luke really wants his readers to know the certainty of the things they’ve heard and been
taught. As we dig into the rst 9 chapters, Luke wants his readers to carefully read his “orderly
account” to get a clear picture of who Jesus is.
We’ll see stories of people asking who Jesus is. We’ll see Jesus answer them. We’ll see others
trying to answer too.
Luke wants us to read all of this and see the truth of Jesus clearly. Luke wants us to be
convinced. Sure. Certain.
Certain of what?
That Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. The Christ. God’s promised and anointed King.
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Jesus is the one who has come to put things right. To rescue and redeem God’s people, to
bring God’s blessing and rule as King over His Kingdom.
Whether you’re a non-Christian who is still investigating Jesus, or someone who has already
started following Jesus, the gospel of Luke exists to move you towards certainty about Jesus
and what he has done for you.
For the non-Christian, the claims about Jesus might seem a little unclear or hard to believe.
You might be unconvinced about committing to following him. Luke wants his orderly
account, full of carefully arranged events and details from eyewitnesses, to give you certainty
about Jesus so that you might trust in him.
For followers of Jesus, it can be easy for us to be distracted, to be bombarded with
information, and for our picture of Jesus to become a little clouded or fuzzy.
Luke’s gospel sets out to help us refocus on Jesus so that we might continue to con dently
trust and follow him as Lord.

WHO IS THEOPHILUS?
Luke’s gospel is the only one that begins with a personal address. We don’t know much about
“Theophilus”, the one to whom Luke addressed both his gospel and the book of Acts. He was
most likely a believer, and also wealthy enough to commission Luke to undertake this massive
research and writing project.
“THE MESSIAH”
What exactly do the biblical authors mean when they use the term, “Messiah”? What or who is
the Messiah?
The word Messiah comes from the Hebrew word mashiach, which means “anointed one” and
was used throughout the Old Testament to refer to the one whom God had promised he
would send to rescue His people and rule as King over them. This word is translated in Greek
in the New Testament as khristós which is where the word “Christ” comes from.
Here’s a few helpful links if you’d like to investigate further:
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-messianic-hope/
https://youtu.be/3dEh25pduQ8
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[Week following Sunday 25th April]

[THE PROMISED KING IS COMING]
LUKE 1:1-80

As Luke kicks o his account of the life of Jesus, he does 2 things. First, he tells us why he’s
writing. Secondly, he gives us some background. He doesn’t just jump into the story with
Jesus, instead telling us about the events leading up to Jesus’ arrival. The promised King, the
Messiah, is coming.
Read Luke 1:1-4
1. In the rst four verses we see the kind of account Luke is trying to write. How do you think
this should in uence the way we study what he says?

Luke’s purpose in writing is that his readers might “know the certainty of the things you have
been taught” about “the things that have been ful lled among us” - Luke’s way of talking about
Jesus and all that he’d done.
2. When you consider some of the things you have been taught about Jesus, are there things
you’re more/less certain about?

[WHAT GOD IS DOING]

In this rst chapter of Luke, we hear 2 “songs”: 1) from Jesus’ mother, Mary (v46-55), and 2) from
John’s father, Zechariah (v67-79). These songs show us what God is doing, and the importance
of both John the Baptist and Jesus who were soon to arrive.
Read Luke 1:5-25 & 67-79
3. According to song 2 from Zechariah (1:67-75) there are two main things God is doing.1 Why
are these important?

4. What is God rescuing His people from and what is He rescuing them for?

5. What do v72-73 say about the importance of what God is doing through Jesus?

1

‘redeem‘ ,’save’ and ‘rescue’ all express the same idea
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6. Flick back to Malachi 3:1 - how is John’s ministry an example of God starting to ful l His
promises?

[WHAT JESUS WILL DO]

God intends to work through John, and ultimately through Jesus to ful l His promises and
rescue His people.
Read Luke 1:26-56
7. After looking at song 2 from Zechariah, what does 1:31-33, 77-79 say about who Jesus will be
and what he will do?

Understanding Jesus and what he came to do is what Luke’s all about. In these early verses
he’s laying the foundations for getting that right. He wants his readers to be certain that Jesus
is the promised rescuer, the one God promised to send long ago. Jesus isn’t an afterthought
or a plan B. He’s the ful lment of God’s longstanding plan to rescue his people.
8. How might being convinced/certain that God keeps his promises be important to you?

9. How might this part of Luke’s gospel shape your view of who Jesus is? Why is that important
to you?

PRAY

- Give thanks that God is faithful to His promises
- Praise God that he has made a way for us to be rescued
- That through the Luke series, God might be helping us to become more and more certain of who
Jesus is

COMING UP
Jesus an Introduction (Week 1) Mon 26th April
Relationship Enrichment Course (Week 2) Wed 28th April
Edge Thur 29th April
Working Bee Sat 8th May
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[Week following Sunday2nd May]

[INTRODUCING JESUS: GOD'S SALVATION]
LUKE 2:1-3:20

As Luke kicks o chapter 2, he jumps forward to the time of Jesus’ birth. Here we see the
announcement and arrival of Jesus, the promised Messiah. Even though it’s announced in
di erent ways, all the ways point to the same thing: Jesus is indeed the Messiah God had
promised who would come to rescue his people - and this is good news that brings great joy!
Read Luke 2:1-40
1. What details stand out to you in the story of Jesus’ birth from 2:1-20?

2. When you see the response of the shepherds to Jesus, why do you think they responded
that way?

3. From 2:21-40 , what do the stories of Simeon and Anna reveal about who Jesus is and what
he came to do?

EXTRA NOTE:
What is meant by ‘destined to cause the falling and rising of many ...’ 2:34-35)?
Simeon’s words are a remarkable prophecy of how Jesus and the Jews will relate to each
other, as we will see in our study of Luke:
Luke 2:1-3:20

- Jesus will ‘be a sign that is spoken against’ 2:34c) – i.e. he will be opposed by many Jews.
- ‘The thoughts of many hearts will be revealed’ 2:35a) – i.e. the Jews think of themselves as
God’s people, but their response to Jesus will reveal what their attitude to God really is!
- Jesus will ‘cause the falling and rising of many in Israel’ 2:34b) – i.e. because of their
opposition to Jesus many Jews will be judged by God, but others, who accept him, will be
saved.
- Mary will nd that ‘a sword will pierce your own soul’ 2:35b) – since Jesus himself will be
killed.
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[JOHN THE BAPTIST/PREPARING THE WAY]

As we saw in chapter 1, God appointed John the Baptist to prepare Israel for Jesus’ arrival as
their Messiah. By quoting Isaiah 40:3-5 (in Luke 3:4-6), Luke’s saying that John is the predicted
‘voice’ preparing the way for Jesus.
5. What are the main points of John’s message in 3:7-18?

6. What do you think John is warning the Jewish people against in v8-9? (“We have Abraham
as our father”)

7. How do you think John’s message prepares the way for Jesus?

When John says that Jesus will ‘baptise with the Holy Spirit’ he means Jesus will save. This is
what Luke usually means in his gospel when he refers to people ‘being baptised by the
Spirit’ or ‘receiving the Spirit’.
You can tell Luke uses ‘receiving the Holy Spirit’ or being ‘baptised with the Holy Spirit’ like
because of what else happens close this.
When you take a look in 3:17 John is clearly talking about salvation and judgement. It’s an
expansion of what he said in 3:16, it show us that ‘baptised with the Holy Spirit’ must refer to
being saved.

Summing up:
In this passage, God is preparing the way for Jesus the long awaited Messiah by revealing who
he is through angels, and through Simeon, Anna and John. He is the good news of God’s
salvation for the world!
But John’s message is an uncomfortable one: God is going to judge the world and destroy his
enemies. The Jews think their special descent from Abraham is all they need but they are not
living to please God. They look like they don’t even think God’s judgement will a ect them.
John’s message is clear - the Messiah is here. To escape God’s wrath John’s hearers must
repent. He wants them to be aware of their need of salvation, and be on the look-out for their
Messiah.
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8. How does seeing Jesus as both the one who saves God’s people and the one who will
judge all people impact how you think about and approach to him?

9. How might having a clearer picture of Jesus as “God’s salvation” (Luke 2:30) help you nd joy
in following him?

10. What are some ways we might help our non-Christian friends and family be convinced of
who Jesus is and their need for salvation through him?

PRAY
-

Praise God for the good news of salvation through Jesus
That we might nd joy in Jesus
That we might rejoice in our salvation and continue to repent of sin in our lives
That our family and friends who don’t know Jesus would see their need for salvation and put their
trust in the Messiah, Jesus

COMING UP
Jesus an Introduction (Week 2) Mon 3rd May
Craft & Chat Wed 5th May
Relationship Enrichment Course (Week 3) Wed 5th May
Working Bee Sat 8th May
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PRAYER
PRAISE
DATE: WED 26 MAY
TIME: 7PM
PLACE: DPC AUDITORIUM
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[Week following Sunday 9th May]

[THE MISSION OF JESUS]
LUKE 3:21- 4:30

Jesus has arrived on the scene and begins his mission. Luke continues to put together a
clearer picture of Jesus and what he has come to do. As we read, Luke wants us to see his
unfolding portrait of the Messiah.

[JESUS - THE SON OF GOD]

Read Luke 3:21-4:30
1. What 3 things do we nd out about Jesus at his baptism?

2. Why do you think Luke gives us Jesus’ entire genealogy in v23-37?

3. List the ways Jesus is tempted in 4:1-13. How is Jesus response di erent to Adam & Eve’s
response to being tempted?

4. From what we’ve read so far, what sort of “son of God” would you say Jesus is?

In 4:14 and following, Jesus heads back to his home town of Nazareth in Galilee and goes to
the synagogue to teach. As he teaches, in v18-19, he quotes from Isaiah 61.
5. When he is nished reading, what claim is Jesus making with his actions in v21?

ff
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A NOTE ABOUT JESUS’ MESSAGE
Jesus’ claim is that he is the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy about the promised Messiah, and there are
hints that his mission is going to be good news: Freedom, “the year of the lord’s favour”. It’s a hint that
Jesus’ mission is different to the message of judgement on Israel’s enemies that Israel’s leaders
(including John) were saying.

6. What was the reaction of those around Jesus after making these claims?

7. How does Jesus being con rmed as God’s son help you think about him?

8. How does the story of Jesus’ temptation o er some hope and help for us when we face
temptation?

9. Write down 3 things about Jesus from these stories that grow your con dence in him:

PRAY

- Give thanks that Jesus is the perfect Son of God
- Give thanks that Jesus resisted temptation and can help us do the same
- That we’d continue to grow in con dence in who Jesus is

COMING UP

- Jesus an Introduction (Week 2) Mon 3rd May
- MOPS @ Home Tue 11th May
- Relationship Enrichment Course (Week 4) Wed 12th May
- Staying Sharp Fri 14th May
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[Week following Sunday 16th May]

[THE POWER & AUTHORITY OF JESUS]
LUKE 4:31-44

When you think of your experiences of people with “power & authority” have you ever found it
hard to submit to them?

As Jesus begins his ministry after being tested in the wilderness and then rejected in his
hometown of Nazareth, the news about him begins to spread quickly. Jesus is very quickly
getting a reputation for doing and saying amazing things. Things that leave people utterly
amazed at his power and authority. As they see and hear the power and authority of Jesus
they can’t help but be amazed and tell others.
Read Luke 4:31-44
1. In what ways does Jesus show his power and authority in this passage (v32, v35)?

2. In v32 and 36, what amazes the people in Capernaum about the kind of authority and power
they see in Jesus?

Jesus’ words are powerful. We see more of the authority and power of Jesus’ words as he uses
them t0 heal the sick (v39), drive out impure spirits (v41) and preach the good news (v43-44).
3. Flick back to Mark’s account of this story about Jesus, in Mark 1:21-28. What details does
Mark include about the nature of Jesus’ words (see v22 & v27)?

4. What might Jesus’ words, and his interaction with impure spirits (and even the words of the
impure spirits themselves) show us about who Jesus is?

14

5. If we take a sneak peek over in ch5:24, how do Jesus’ words show his authority and point to
his identity?

Jesus is someone worth paying attention to. Someone who speaks with power and authority.
As he starts to go about his mission, the power and authority of Jesus’ words begin to show
who he is: God’s Messiah. Someone who people can’t help but listen to and be amazed by.
6. Do you nd it hard or easy to pay attention to the words of Jesus?

7. Are there some “words of Jesus” you nd harder, or possibly more amazing, than others?

8. How might having a right view of who Jesus is help us to grow in con dence in Jesus’ words
and be amazed by them?

PRAY

- Give thanks that Jesus is someone worth listening to
- That God would help us to pay attention to Jesus’ words and be amazed
- That we might submit to Jesus’ authority over our lives

COMING UP
-

O ce closed while sta attend Reach Australia Conference Mon 17th - Thur 20th May
Craft & Chat Wed 19th May
Relationship Enrichment Course (Week 5) Wed 19th May
Edge Thur 20th May

fi

fi

ff

fi

ffi

15

S T U D Y

5

[Week following Sunday 23rd May]

[THE PRIORITIES OF JESUS]
LUKE 4:42-5:32

As the story keeps showing us more and more of who Jesus is, we learn what’s important to
him. Noticing Jesus’ priorities will help us to grow in certainty about the truth of who he is.

[JESUS’ PRIORITIES]

Read Luke 4:42-5:32
In 4:40-42 Jesus has a remarkable ministry which is giving him popularity and honour, but in
4:42-44 we see that he leaves it.
1. Why does he do this, according to v43?

2. Why do you think this is a priority for him?

3. Looking back at the passage before (from 4:31 onwards), how have people generally
responded to Jesus’ teaching?

4. Look at 5:17-26. What reason does Jesus give in v23-24 for healing the man? What does
Jesus see as the paralytic’s greatest need?

5. What do you think Jesus means when he talks about why he has come in 5:32?

6. People today say all sorts of things about what Jesus has come to do. As you talk together
about those, compare them to Jesus’ own statement we just looked at.

16

We can see clearly that what matters to Jesus isn’t just hanging around with his own people
and patting themselves on the back. It isn’t even primarily that people are healed. No, Jesus’
priority is his mission: to see sinners saved. Everything he does is meant to point people
towards that mission.

[OUR PRIORITIES]

7. From 5:8-11, what do we see about Jesus’ priorities, and how that a ects the priorities of
those who call him their Lord?

8. We can see that for people who are convinced about Jesus and follow him as Lord, their
priorities shift to align with his. What might it look like in your own life to have a level of
certainty in Jesus that shapes your priorities ?

Take some time to write down 2-3 simple things you could do to be part of Jesus’ mission of
seeing people saved as you follow him:

PRAY
-

Give thanks that Jesus is gracious to sinners and o ers forgiveness
Give thanks for Jesus’ commitment to his mission
That Jesus’ priorities would shape our priorities as we follow him
That God would help us to be on about His mission of seeing sinners saved

COMING UP

- MOPS Tue 25th May
- Prayer & Praise Night (7pm) Wed 26th May
- Staying Sharp Fri 28th May
FURTHER OUT: South West Qld Christian Convention Fri 16th - Sun 18th July
Have you got your tickets yet?
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[Week following Sunday 30th May]

[THE PEOPLE OF JESUS]
LUKE 5:33-6:49

In this section we see how Jesus relates to two groups of people - the religious leaders who
reject him, and those who follow him. He calls 12 people to be his disciples, representing the
12 tribes of Israel. He is restarting with a new people of God.
What he says to each of these groups keeps painting a clearer picture of who he is and what it
means to follow him.

[THE PHARISEES]

Jesus wants the hard-hearted pharisees to see that he is the promised Messiah they’ve been
waiting for. He’s the ful lment of the Old Testament prophesies. He’s not just a “patch job”.
And he wants them to see that his way of salvation is the only way. It’s not compatible with the
old way. They need to submit to Jesus as Messiah.

WHO ARE THE PHARISEES?

(e. g. in 5:33)

In rst century Israel there were various ‘parties’, like today’s political parties. However, as Israel
was a religious state they were really religious parties. The Pharisees were one of the parties.
Not many Jews were ‘signed-up’ members of any of these parties. But in di erent ways these
parties had great in uence. The Sadducees, whom we will meet later, usually held the highest
o cial positions of power. However, the Pharisees’ ideas appear to have been most common
in in uencing people. They were big on keeping God’s Law and were way more about morals
than the other groups around.
All the gospels tell us that they were Jesus’ main opponents. They did not like what he did and
taught, because it smashed up against their understanding of the Law. Jesus criticised them
for being hostile to him, and for the way they distorted the Old Testament. Jesus confronted
their idea of focusing on what a person does more than what’s happening in their heart. Jesus
was saying that the Old Testament was never focused like that.

Read Luke 5:33-6:11
1. What do the three main incidents between Jesus and the Pharisees’ in this passage have in
common?

2. In 6:1-11, Jesus tells us what he thinks about the Sabbath. What does this teach us about
who Jesus is claiming to be?
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3. In 6:1-11, why do you think the Pharisees response to Jesus behaviour includes being
hostile?

4. What’s Jesus trying to get across to the Pharisees about their focus?

[JESUS’ FOLLOWERS]

After these few interactions with the stubborn religious leaders, Jesus gathers his disciples. He
chooses 12 of them to be his special disciples - called apostles - and then addresses them
and the rest of his large crowd of followers.
He wants them to see that the way of his Kingdom is radically di erent. Following Jesus as
King will transform the way we love and relate to others. Not only that, but people who truly
call Jesus Lord will listen to his words and obey them (unlike the stubborn Pharisees).
To call Jesus Lord, yet to ignore his words and his call to live radically di erent is foolish. Life as
a follower of Jesus isn’t centred on law or rules or doing the right things - it’s centred on Jesus
and a life of radical obedience to him.
5. As Jesus speaks to his disciples from v20-46, what is he saying about what life will look like
for those following him?

6. How does the important point in the parable from v46-49 show where Jesus wants his
people focused?

7. What are some ways you can see your life has been radically changed by Jesus?
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8. How might an increased con dence in who Jesus is help you listen to him?

9. Write down an aspect of your life that needs to radically change because of your

commitment to Jesus. Pray together that he would help you.

PRAY
-

Praise God for calling us to be part of his Kingdom
Give thanks for the way our lives have already been changed by Jesus
That we’d hear the call from Jesus to live radically di erent lives
That we wouldn’t just hear Jesus’ words, but actually put them into practice

COMING UP

- Relationship Enrichment Course (Week 7) Wed 2nd June
- Craft & Chat Wed 2nd June
FURTHER OUT: South West Qld Christian Convention Fri 16th - Sun 18th July
Have you got your tickets yet?
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1 6 T H - 1 8 T H J U LY
DALBY CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Go to facebook.com/swqcc to register
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[Week following Sunday 6th June]

[ARE YOU THE ONE?]
LUKE 7:1-8:3

This week we meet several people: some who already seem convinced about Jesus, yet
others who are not so sure. We meet these people in a story sandwich. There are 2 stories of
“outsiders” who seems completely certain about who Jesus, and wedged between them we
nd John’s uncertainty about Jesus. This is the same John, the prophet who prepared the way
for Jesus as Messiah earlier in Luke. This sandwich of certainty with uncertain lling is a
powerful image of what Jesus is doing, and who he is.

[THE CENTURION & THE SINFUL WOMAN]

Read Luke 7:1-17 & 36-50
1. In ch7:1-10, the Roman centurion has a real con dence that Jesus can heal. What makes the
way the centurion responds to Jesus so signi cant?

2. What really stands out about the way the “sinful woman” responds to Jesus in 7:36-50?

3. How would you sum up the way that both of these people’s view of Jesus is di erent to most
of the religious leaders (Pharisees)?

[ARE YOU THE ONE WHO WAS TO COME?]

From v18 we start to see that John, who had been “preparing the way” for the Messiah, is
having some doubts. He’s not so sure that Jesus actually is the promised Messiah.
News about the things Jesus was doing (healing the sick, raising the dead) had spread and
found its way back to John. The things Jesus did were a little di erent to what John thought
the Messiah would do (see ch3:15-18).
Read Luke 7:18-23
4. Based on what we’ve already learnt about John, do you think the question he gets his
disciples to ask Jesus is fair or unfair?2

See “A note about John’s Doubt” on the next page
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5. Why do you think Jesus’ ministry of healing and mercy would cause John to doubt?
3

6. If you were to sum up Jesus’ answer in v22-23 what point do you think he’s trying to make?

7. How does Jesus’ answer match up with what he said he had come to do back in 4:18?3

8. How do the stories either side also point to the reality of who Jesus is?

A NOTE ABOUT JOHN’S DOUBT
“…before his imprisonment, John had spoken about the coming of the more powerful one in terms of
judgement. Remember that he had promised the crowds at the Jordan, “He will baptise you with the
Holy Spirt and re. His winnowing* fork is in his hand to clear his threshing oor and to gather the
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the cha with unquenchable re.” (3:16-17)
You can see why John was confused. He thought the Messiah was bringing a time of justice and
punishment for sinners. The Messiah was going to purify Israel and re-establish good in the land. To
put it graphically, he would burn up the human trash and cut down the religious deadwood. (3:9).
John’s entire ministry was built around this understanding; he had called people to repentance in light
of this coming wrath of God (3:7-8)
…In John’s understanding, the Messiah wasn’t supposed to come and show mercy to Roman army
o cials.”
But..
”It turns out that the very miracles that made John unsure about Jesus were actually the things that
showed Jesus was the Messiah. John was not wrong on the facts; there will be a time for judgement.
But he was wrong about the timing; Jesus is in e ect telling him that now is the time for healing and
patience and forgiveness and good news.”
“Luke 1-12 For You”, Mike McKinley, pg 91-92
You might also like to compare Jesus’ answer with Isaiah 35:5-6, 61:1 to see how Jesus thought about his
ministry as ful lment of Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah
3
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Jesus didn’t seem to quite t John’s idea of what the promised Messiah would be like. This can
be true for us. It’s likely there will be times when Jesus may not meet our expectations. He
may not do the things we want him to do. He might call us to do things we don’t want to do.
Following Jesus may confront us with the reality that he does things that are di erent to our
expectations. But the promise (7:23) for us is that when we continue to trust Jesus, even when
it doesn’t make sense, we will be blessed. It will be worth it.
9. On a scale of 1-10 (1 heaps and 10 not much), talk about how much your thinking about
Jesus has been impacted by the stories we’ve just looked at.

10. How do you tend to respond when Jesus says or does something that you don’t
understand, or instinctively disagree with?

11. The centurion and the sinful woman humbly put their faith in Jesus even when it didn’t
make sense. Spend some time thinking and talking about times in which you could more
humbly and faithfully respond to Jesus.

PRAY

- That God would help us to have a right picture of who Jesus is
- Ask God to help us keep trusting and following him even when it makes us uncomfortable

COMING UP

- MOPS @ Home Tue 8th June
- Edge Thur 10th June
- Staying Sharp Fri 11th June
FURTHER OUT: South West Qld Christian Convention Fri 16th - Sun 18th July
Have you got your tickets yet?
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Then Jesus said to her,

“Your sins are forgiven.”
The other guests began
to say among themselves,

“Who is this who even
forgives sins?”
[LUKE 7:48-49]
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[Week following Sunday 13th June]

[WHO IS THIS?]
LUKE 8:4-9:9

Jesus wants people to put faith in him. To trust him. As they continue to see the amazing
things he does he wants them to trust the amazing God that he is.
But to truly trust him and have a deep faith in him, it’s crucial that we understand who he is.
What we understand about Jesus, being convinced or not about who he truly is, deeply a ects
the way we respond to him.

[DIFFERENT RESPONSES TO JESUS]
1. You probably having something concrete in mind when you hear the word faith. What does
it mean to “have faith” or “put your faith” in something or someone?

2. Tell us why you nd it sometimes easy or sometimes hard to put faith in Jesus?

Read Luke 8:4-21
3. As you notice the 4 ways people respond to the word of God in the “parable of the sower”,
why do you think some people respond correctly and others not?

4. According to 8:15, 18 and 21, what is involved in responding correctly to Jesus?

[HOW PEOPLE ARE ACTUALLY RESPONDING]
Read Luke 8:22-25
5. How is the disciples’ response to Jesus understandable, but wrong?

ff
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6. During the storm, the way that the disciples responded to Jesus was di erent to their
response after he does the miracle of calming the storm. What do their di erent responses
show us about the way they were thinking about Jesus?

Read Luke 8:26-56
7. In the 4 stories we get in 8:22-56, what do the ways people respond to Jesus say about who
they think he is?
Story 1 - Jesus Calms the Storm (v22-25)

Story 2 - Jesus Restores A Demon-Possessed Man (v26-39)

Story 3 - Jesus Raises Jairus’ Daughter (v40-42a, 49-56)

Story 4 - Jesus Heals the Bleeding Woman (v42b-48)

8. In what situations do you nd it hard to trust Jesus?

9. Notice the fact that Jesus still helps the disciples by calming the storm, despite their “little
faith”. How might this be a comfort to you when life is “stormy”?

10. How might carefully listening to the Word of God help you to grow in con dence in Jesus
and trust him even when it’s really hard?

fi
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11. Write down 3 simple truths from God's word that you can draw on to help you trust Jesus.
1. _____________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________

PRAY

- That God would help us to keep trusting Jesus even when life is hard
- That by his Spirit he would keep shaping an accurate picture of Jesus for us
- That God would soften the hearts of our friends and family so they might hear God’s word and put
their faith in him

COMING UP

- Craft & Chat Wed 16th June
FURTHER OUT: South West Qld Christian Convention Fri 16th - Sun 18th July
Have you got your tickets yet?
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In fear and amazement they asked one
another, “Who is this?

He commands even the
winds and the water,
and they obey him.”
[LUKE 8:25]
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[Week following Sunday 20th June]

[JESUS - GOD’S MESSIAH]
LUKE 9:1-27

There’s knowing that something is true, and there’s living like something is true. Jesus has
never wanted people to just know true things about him. As the Messiah and God’s promised,
rescuing King there’s a bigger response needed. A response of submitting fully to Jesus as
King of our lives.
1. As we’ve worked our way through the rst 8 chapters of Luke’s gospel, how would you
describe the various ways that people think about who Jesus is?

2. How would you describe the picture of Jesus Luke has been painting?

Read Luke 9:1-27
3. Peter’s radically new description of Jesus is di erent from what has come before. Why is it so
important in v18-20?

Even though many are still unsure about who Jesus is, the disciple Peter is nally becoming
convinced that Jesus is the Messiah. Peter can see he’s God’s promised, rescuing King. But
what does it mean for Jesus to be the Messiah? What will it look like for Jesus to ultimately
rescue God’s people?
Now that he has been recognised as the Christ, Jesus goes on to teach his hearers what that
calls for. This is essential since many Jews had a bunch of unbiblical expectations of the ‘Christ’.
Jesus’ teaching here is brief but important, and he will often return to the points he now makes.
4. In v22, what does Jesus say will happen to him?
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5. Why do you think the disciples would have reacted with surprise to this summary from
Jesus?

6. In v23-26, how does Jesus describe what following him will look like?

7. What would it look like for you to “deny yourself” and “take up your cross” daily?

According to Jesus being his disciple means giving up your life daily and following him as King
wholeheartedly. It’s not a sometimes thing. It’s not something to just do when it’s popular.
Being convinced that Jesus is God’s Messiah means being wholly devoted to following him as
King of your life.
Which isn’t always easy to do. Even the disciples, those closest to Jesus, found it super hard to
do. They still have moments when they don’t understand who Jesus is, or what he’s doing.
Instead of “giving up their life”, they argue over who is the greatest disciple. Even for those
closest to Jesus, following him as Messiah is hard work.
8. As you’ve gone through Luke’s gospel what kinds of things have you noticed that might
mean your picture of Jesus has to change, even if only a little?

9. When it’s really hard to “deny yourself” or “take up your cross” in parts of your life, how could
being more certain about who Jesus is help you follow him wholeheartedly?

PRAY

- That God would keep helping us to see Jesus clearly day after day
- Ask God to help us keep following Jesus as King
- That we might take seriously the call to “deny ourselves” and “take up our cross” daily

COMING UP

- MOPS Tue 22nd June
- Edge Thur 24th June
- Staying Sharp Fri 25th June
FURTHER OUT: South West Qld Christian Convention Fri 16th - Sun 18th July
Have you got your tickets yet?
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