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REMEMBERISATIONING   
@ KIDSCHURCH  

This term at Kidschurch we’re working hard to rememberise Psalm 119:105.  We’d love you 
to be praying for us as we do, and that it would be true in our lives! 
 
You might even like to join us and rememberise it in your Growth Group!
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  TO  R O M A N S  1 2 - 1 6  
As you may remember from previous study series, the book of Romans was written by the 
Apostle Paul to the church in Rome about the middle of the 1st century.  He was writing to a 
church that was struggling with tension between Jewish and Gentile Christians.  So Paul 
spends the first three quarters of his letter reminding them of the truth of the gospel, of how 
both Jews and Gentiles are equally in need of salvation, and the mercy of God that makes it 
possible through Christ. 

Last year we spent term 4 wrestling with chapters 9-11 where we see Paul reassuring his 
readers that God is faithful and merciful.  Chapter 11 ends with a flourish of praise for the 
incredible mercy of God shown to both Jews and Gentiles in Christ.  Here’s a summary from 
John Stott: 

“For 11 chapters Paul has been unfolding the mercies of God.  Indeed, the gospel is precisely God’s 
mercy to inexcusable and undeserving sinners, in giving His Son to die for them, in justifying them 
freely by faith, in sending them His life-giving Spirit, and in making them His children.” 

(John Stott, ‘The Message of Romans’ pg 320) 

Chapter 12 marks a turning point in the letter.  With the enormity of God’s mercy in view from 
the previous 11 chapters, Paul begins with “Therefore…” He’s about to shift from explaining the 
gospel, to giving an outline of Christian living that should come from a knowledge and trust in 
this gospel.  From theology to everyday discipleship.  

The gospel is not just something to understand, but something to love and to live.  Something 
that goes to work in our hearts through the Spirit and brings about real life change.  The only 
appropriate - even logical -  response to the mercy of God in Christ, is a completely 
transformed life motivated by gratitude. Both mind and body completely devoted to God, 
offering ourselves as pleasing sacrifices to Him.   

But the life transformed by mercy is not just for individuals.  Paul wants to paint a picture of the 
new community of believers united in and through Christ.  He wants to show how the gospel of 
God’s mercy in Christ should transform the way we relate to each other, to our life in church 
together, and to those outside church.  Here’s Stott again: 

“When we are moved by the mercies of God, and when our minds have been renewed to grasp His 
will, all our relationships become transformed.”  

(John Stott, ‘The Message of Romans’ pg 334) 
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As we move through the last part of the letter, we’ll see practical examples of what this looks 
like for us.  How as followers of Jesus we are called to be completely transformed in every area 
of life.  To be made more like Christ, and have our relationships transformed - with God, with 
ourselves, with other people, with society, the church and more. 

Here’s a helpful summary from Tim Keller: 

“Romans 12:1-2 looked backwards to the previous eleven chapters - “in view of God’s mercy” - and 
forwards to the rest of the letter, because for the next 5 chapters, Paul is showing how the Christian 
life is transformed by a renewed mind and body offered as a “living sacrifice.”  In the rest of chapter 
12, he continues to talk about our relationships within the church, with fellow believers, and then 
begins to consider how Christians are to relate to those outside.” 

(Tim Keller, ‘Romans 8-16 For You’ pg 117) 
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MEN’S 
OUTREACH 

EVENT 

T H U R S DAY 2 1  
O C TO B E R  

Fo r  m o re  i n fo  &  t o  re g i s t e r  g o  t o :  
d p c . c c /o u t r e a c h

http://dpc.cc/outreach
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Women’s 
Outreach 

Event 
S AT U R DAY 6  
N OV E M B E R  

Fo r  m o re  i n fo  &  t o  re g i s t e r  g o  t o :  
d p c . c c /o u t r e a c h

http://dpc.cc/outreach
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1. LIFE TRANSFORMED 
ROMANS 12:1-2  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 10TH OCTOBER] 

In any sport, a good coach comes alongside the athlete to encourage and exhort them to pour 
out their energy toward an end result. This is exactly what Paul does in his letter to the Romans, 
as he urges believers to offer their entire life in worship to God.  To live radically transformed 
lives in response to God’s mercy to us in Christ. 

BIG IDEA: Because of what God has done for us, we live sacrificially for Him, seeking to 
please Him in all we do. 

Q1. If you had to sum up the Christian’s approach to life in a sentence, what would you say? 

Read Romans 12:1-2 
Q2. What does Paul urge his fellow Christians to do in v1? 

Q3. The word that’s usually translated “spiritual” or “true and proper” in v1 is more literally 
“rational” or “logical”.  How would you describe a “rational" or “logical” response to God’s mercy 
to sinners in Christ? 

Q4. What do you think it means to “give your life as a living sacrifice”?  
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Q5. According to Paul in v2, how will we know what’s good and holy and pleasing to God?  
What needs to happen?  

Q6. In many other religions, the motivation for moral or ethical living is often fear, or payment.  
What does this passage say about the Christian’s the motivation for the hard work of living 
God’s way? 

Living sacrificially is hard.  That’s why it’s so important to always keep God’s mercy in view.  
It’s the reason for our commitment to living sacrificially for Him.  As a group, write down some 
new ways you might live sacrificially in your day to day life… 

Paul’s urge is that his fellow believers do not conform to the pattern of the world, but instead to 
be transformed by the Spirit.   

Q7. What are some ways that you have a real battle to not be conformed to the pattern of this 
world? 

PRAY 
- Thank God for His mercy to us in Christ 
- Ask God to help us live sacrificially for Him in every part of life 
- Pray that we’d help each other life lives that are good and pleasing to God and in line with His will 
- Pray for the men and women who have been invited to our Outreach Events 

COMING UP 
- Men’s Outreach Event Thursday 21st October (ticket sales end 18th October) 
- Women’s Outreach Event Saturday 6th November (ticket sales end 23rd October) 

- Jesus: An Introduction starts 16th November. Is there someone in your life you could invite to 
hear about Jesus?
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2. HOW WE VIEW OURSELVES 
ROMANS 12:3-8  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 17TH OCTOBER] 

It’s easy as humans to have a pretty high view of ourselves, and for our thinking to be quite 
“me-centred.”  Mostly we do it without even thinking.  But here in Romans 12, Paul calls 
followers of Jesus to be transformed in the way we think about ourselves, and how we play our 
part in the family of believers. 

BIG IDEA: Because of the gospel, we should think of ourselves with humility and sober 
judgement, yet as valuable parts of the body. 

READ ROMANS 12:3-8 

Q1. What do you think it means to think of ourselves “with sober judgement”? (v3-4) 

Q2. “The measure of faith” - here Paul is talking about the fact that all Christians, no matter who 
you are, needed to be saved by having faith in Christ.  None of us deserve to be loved by God, 
yet all of us are completely loved by Him. 

How might sober judgement through this gospel lens help us: 
- not think too highly of ourselves? 

- not think too lowly of ourselves? 

Q3. What else do v5-6a tell us about how we should view ourselves in the body of believers? 



11

PRAY 
- That God would help us think appropriately about ourselves in light of the gospel 
- That we would see the value of our role in the body of believers, and our responsibility to our 

brothers and sisters 
- Ask God to help us know how He wants each of us to serve His church at DPC 
- For Bruce MacPhie as he speaks at the men’s outreach event, and for the men who will hear his story 
- For the women who are being invited to hear the gospel at the Women’s Outreach Event 

COMING UP 
- Men’s Outreach Event Thursday 21st October (ticket sales end 18th October) 
- Women’s Outreach Event Saturday 6th November (ticket sales end 23rd October) 
- Jesus: An Introduction course 16th, 23rd, 30th November Is there someone in your life you 

could invite to hear about Jesus?

Q4. How do v6b-8 help us think rightly about using the gifts God has given us?  (Check out 1 
Corinthians 12:4-26 too, and discuss how both of these passages should shape our attitude 
towards using our gifts and serving in our church family.) 

Q5. If you’re honest with yourself, are there any areas of your life in which you are prone to think 
more highly of yourself than you ought, and need to choose humility which is not thinking less 
of yourself but thinking of yourself less? 

Q6. Are you serving the body of Christ with the gifts God has given you? Why or why not? How 
can you start to serve if you aren’t already? 

As you finish, take some time to thank and encourage each other in why their contribution to 
the group/church is a blessing.
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DATE: TUE 9 NOV 
TIME: 7PM 
PLACE: DPC AUDITORIUM

&PRAYER

PRAISE
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Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters 

in view of God’s mercy 
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,   

holy and pleasing to God
—this is your true and proper worship. 

[ R O M A N S  1 2 : 1 ]
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3. RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS 
ROMANS 12:9-21  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 24TH OCTOBER] 

The band Wet Wet Wet once sang: 

“It's written on the wind, it’s everywhere I go 
So if you really love me, come on and let it show” 

The call to love those around us is easy to affirm, but often we’re not so great at actually 
showing it.  In this next section, Paul wants to show us what it means and what it looks like to 
live a life that’s all about love in action. And not just love for our friends and family and people 
who are easy to love, but love for those who are hard to love - even for those who hate us. 

BIG IDEA: The gospel calls us to love others, both friends and enemies. 

Q1. When you think of the words “love your neighbour” what comes to mind?  What about 
“love your enemy”? 

READ ROMANS 12:9-21 
Q2. Write down all the ways love is described in v9-16: 

• v9 

• v10 

• v11 

• v12 

• v13 

• v14 

• v15 

• v16 

Q3. How does this whole passage show us what it means to be a "living sacrifice" in our 
relationships:  

• with people in our church (v9-16)? 

• toward those who persecute the church (v17-21)? 
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PRAY 
- Ask God to help us love the people around us well 
- That we would know how to show love and grace to those who are hostile towards us 
- For the speaker & the women who will attend the Women’s Outreach Event 

COMING UP 
- Women’s Outreach Event Saturday 6th November (ticket sales end 23rd October) 
- Working Bee Saturday 6th November 
- Prayer & Praise Tuesday 9th November 
- Jesus: An Introduction course 16th, 23rd, 30th November Signup closes 14th November

Q4. Retaliation and revenge are absolutely forbidden to the follower of Jesus. Why? Do you 
find this easy to accept? 

Q5. In v19 Paul quotes Deuteronomy 32:35.  Why do you think it would be better to leave room 
for God’s wrath rather than to take revenge?  What is the response Paul suggests in v20? 

Reflect quietly by yourself: 
Q6. Is there someone in your past or present who has done you evil? What wrong responses 
are you tempted to?  What would it look like for you to overcome evil with good in that specific 
situation? 

Q7. Think of an ‘insider’ and note a practical way to love them this week.  

Q8. Think of an ‘outsider’ or ‘enemy’ and note a practical way to love them this week. 

A NOTE ON “BURNING COALS”  
Some take the coals here as a symbol of judgement, and even argue that to serve our enemies ‘will 
have the effect of increasing the punishment’ which they will receive.  But the whole context cries out 
against this explanation, especially the very next verse and its reference to overcoming evil with good.  
Others suggest that the pain inflicted by the burning coals is a symbol of the shame and remorse 
experienced by an enemy who is rebuked in kindness. A third option is that the coals are a symbol of 
penitence.   

Recent commentators draw attention to an ancient Egyptian ritual in which a penitent would carry 
burning coals on his head as evidence of the reality of his repentance.  In this case the coals are ‘a 
dynamic symbol of change of mind which takes place as a result of a deed of love’ 

(John Stott, ‘The Message of Romans’ pg 336)
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4. SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY 
ROMANS 13:1-7  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 31ST OCTOBER] 

In chapter 13, Paul turns from the Christian relationship to other Christians, and to other 
individuals, to the wider question of how to think of ourselves as citizens within society.  He is 
moving on to how our view of God’s mercies transforms our attitude toward “the governing 
authorities (13:1).” 

This can be a tricky and sometimes controversial topic.  And so we want to pay careful 
attention to what God’s Word is saying to us here. 

As Paul writes to the Christians in Rome, he says that the default position of the Christian to 
their governing authorities is to submit. 

Yet these authorities are not God, which is often how first century rulers like Caesar saw 
themselves.  No, they are God’s servants for our good.  They are worthy of our submission and 
our respect, but only God gets our worship.  And so in submitting to our governments, we must 
ultimately ensure we are being obedient to God. 

Here’s a helpful quote from John Stott: 

“Christians are to recognise that the state’s authority and ministry come from God, and so will do 
more than tolerate it as if it were a necessary evil.  Conscientious Christian citizens will submit to its 
authority, honour its representatives, pay its taxes and pray for its welfare.  They will also encourage 
the state to fulfil its God-appointed role and, in so far as they have opportunity, actively participate 
in its work.”  

(Stott pg 346-347) 

BIG IDEA: The gospel calls Christians to submit to our governing authorities, and to live 
sacrificially as responsible and respectful citizens. 

READ ROMANS 13:1-7  
Q1. What does Paul say about the need to submit to authorities? (v1, 5).  What does Paul say is 
the result of rebelling against authority (v2)? 

Q2. Ultimately, it is God who has established our authorities (v1, 4).  What does Paul say their 
role and responsibility is? (v4a, 4C, 6)
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Here’s a quote from Tim Keller on this passage: 

“What Paul writes is especially remarkable when we think about the fact that at the time there were 
no Christian authorities (local, regional or global).  On the contrary, they were Roman or Jewish 
authorities, and were therefore largely unfriendly and even hostile to Cristians and the church.  Yet 
Paul regarded them as having been established by God, who required Christians to submit to them 
and cooperate with them.” 

(Stott, pg 339-340) 

Q3.How is our context similar to that of the first century church? How might it be different?  

Q4. Can you think of anywhere in the Bible where people haven’t submitted to the authorities? 
(Have a look at Exodus 1:16-17 Daniel 3:13-18, Daniel 6:7-13 and Acts 5:27-29.) 
What would you say was their motivation for rebelling against authority? 

Q5. Read Matthew 22:15-22. What is Jesus’ view of how we should think about our government?  
How does this track with Paul in Romans 13:6-7? 

Q6. Reflect back on Romans 12:1-2.  In light of this, how should Christians respond to Paul’s 
words in 13:1-7? 
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PRAY 
- Ask God give us wisdom in how to submit to our governing authorities 
- That God would help us be obedient to him as we submit 
- For our governments and leaders as they do the work God has set them up to do 
- Pray for the speaker & those who will attend the Women’s Outreach Event this week 
- About someone you might be able to invite to Jesus: An Introduction 

COMING UP 
- Women’s Outreach Event Saturday 6th November (ticket sales end 23rd October) 
- Working Bee this Saturday 6th November 
- Prayer & Praise Tuesday 9th November 
- Jesus: An Introduction (Week 1) Tuesday 16th November signup closes 14th November

Q7. Are there areas you find it hard to submit to governing authorities?  If so, write them down, 
and pray for God to give you wisdom in how to approach them. 

Q8. What might it look like for you to please God, living sacrificially in your attitude and 
relationships with governing authorities (governments, law enforcement, tax office, etc)? 

Q9. Are there ways in which God might be calling you to courageously disobey an authority in 
order to be obedient to him? 
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REMEMBERISATIONING   
@ KIDSCHURCH  

This term at Kidschurch we’ve been rememberising Psalm 119:105.  Thanks for praying for 
us!  Maybe you could check in with one of our Kidschurch kids and see if they know it?
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5. LOVE & OBEDIENCE 
ROMANS 13:8-14  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 7TH NOVEMBER] 

If you start reading the Bible and try to do everything it commands, and not do everything it 
forbids, you can quickly feel overwhelmed at where to start and how to live in obedience to 
God.  The truth is, humans are not great at doing what God asks us to.  (i.e. the entire history of 
God’s people, Israel in the Old Testament). 

But there’s good news.  In the gospel, Jesus has been obedient for us, and He gives us a way 
to work at being obedient in response to God’s mercy - by loving God and loving our 
neighbour.  And in Romans 13, Paul’s reminder is that a life transformed by the gospel will 
pursue obedience to God by loving the world and living Godly lives as we wait for Christ’s 
return. 

BIG IDEA: Being transformed by the gospel means we’ll be obedient to God by loving 
the world and living Godly lives as we wait for Christ’s return. 

Q1. How would you rate yourself when it comes to “loving your neighbour as yourself”? 

READ ROMANS 13:8-14 
Q2. What do these verses tell us about the best way to truly love those around us? 

Q3. What do you think it means to have a “continuing debt to love one another”? 

Q4. Flick back to Matthew 22:34-40.  How do Jesus’ words here help flesh out Paul’s statement 
in v10 that “love is the fulfilment of the law”?
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PRAY 
- Ask God to help us know how we might love our neighbours well 
- That we’d have a Godly perspective as we live and love in our world 
- Help us to be gracious as we try to be obedient to God’s law of love 
- For the Jesus: An Introduction course starting next week 

COMING UP 
- Prayer & Praise Tuesday 9th November 
- Jesus: An Introduction (Week 1) Tuesday 16th Nov 

- Further out: Christmas outreach

Q5. Do you think there might ever be times when being obedient to God’s law might seem 
unloving in our society? 

Q6. Discuss and describe the perspective v11-14 are saying a Christian should have as we live 
and participate in our society.  What difference would having this perspective make? 

APPLY 
Q7. What are a few ways we might actually love our neighbours as we follow Jesus together, 
rather than just talk about it? 

Q8. Can you think of some ways we might graciously encourage each other to be obedient to 
God?   
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6. THE STRONG & THE WEAK 
ROMANS 14:1-21  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER] 

When a child is adopted into a family, they not only need to learn to relate to their parents but 
also to their new siblings. The same is true in God’s family called the Church. To be a Christian 
is to have a wide variety of brothers and sisters, not only in your church, but in other churches, 
who often disagree on various matters. The question is:  what do we do about these 
disagreements?  How do we navigate possible conflict?  How do we make sure our Christian 
preferences don’t become our Christian prejudices? 

BIG IDEA: The gospel calls us not to judge each other, but to seek the good of others 
above our own rights or freedoms 

Q1. What are some things that cause avoidable disagreement and division in churches? 

READ ROMANS 14:1-21 
Q2. What are the differences of opinion between the “weak” and the “strong”? 

- v2-3 

- v5 

- v14, 2o 

- v21 

Q3. How do the weak and strong tend to view each other (v3)? 

Q4. V3b-12 are mainly Paul’s critique of the attitude of the weak, while v13b-21 are mainly 
addressing the strong.  In the verses below, what does Paul tell the weak that they are 
forgetting when they condemn a Christian who does something they consider forbidden? 

- v1b 

- v3b 

- v4 

- v5-8 

- v10-12 
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PRAY 
- That we might be gracious to our brothers and sisters in Christ when we disagree 
- That we can prioritise the good of others above our own rights or freedoms 
- Ask God to give us wisdom to discern the things that are disputable matters, rather than 

non-negotiable 
- For the MOPS team & attendees - that they finish well next week & celebrate the wins of this 

ministry over the years 
- For those attending Jesus: An Introduction 

COMING UP 
- Jesus: An Introduction (Week 2) Tuesday 23rd Nov 

- Further Out: Christmas outreach and services

Q5. What should the priority of a strong believer be (v13)? 

Q6. Paul uses the issue of eating meat to explain what he means.  He is a “strong” believer - he 
knows no meat is unclean.  He is free to eat whatever he wants.  But he won’t, and neither 
should the strong Roman Christians.  Why not (v14-21)? 

Reflect quietly by yourself 
Q7. What are some disputable matters that are so important to you that you are tempted to 
place them in the non-negotiable category? 

Discuss as a group 
Q8. When we find ourselves judging another Christian’s behaviour, what has Paul taught us to 
think and do? 

Q9. If and when another Christian thinks of as wrong something that we know we are free to 
do, what has Paul taught us to think and do? 
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7. UNITY IN MINISTRY & MISSION 
ROMANS 15:1-33  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 21ST NOVEMBER] 

As Paul gets close to the end of his letter to the church in Rome, he wants to remind them of 
the unity that they have and should continue to pursue because of Christ.  He wants them to 
be united as they gather and minister to each other and live in community, and he also calls 
them to be united with him and other believers supporting his ministry and missionary work to 
the Gentiles.  Paul’s urge is for them to make unity a priority.  Not to let division creep in as they 
follow Jesus together as a diverse community of believers. 

BIG IDEA: The gospel calls us to unity in Christ as we minister to each other and go on 
mission together in church. 

Q1. How do v1-4 describe the type of unity Paul urges Christians to have with each other?  

Q2. In v5-13, Paul is talking about the unique unity churches have.  What do v5-7 tell us about 
how Christian unity is formed? 

Q3. What does unity in the church ultimately lead to (v6-7)?  Why is it so important to pursue? 

Q4. What do v8-12 show us about the way the gospel of Christ unites people from different 
backgrounds? (Jews & Gentiles)
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PRAY 
- Thanks for the gospel of Christ that unites us and draws us together 
- That we’d pursue unity within our church, despite our differences 
- That our church would grow in unity as we minister to each other and do mission together 
- For the planning of our Christmas events 
- For the MOPS team & attendees as MOPS finishes this week.  Praise God for the wins of this ministry 

COMING UP 
- Jesus: An Introduction (Week 3) Tuesday 30th Nov 

- Further Out: Christmas outreach and services

Q5.  What do v14-16 show us about Paul’s heart for evangelism?  What is his desire for those he 
reaches? (v16) 

Q6. From v25-33, what are the various ways Christians can be unified in supporting the work of 
mission? 

Q7. In what ways are you already serving others rather than pleasing yourself? In what ways do 
you need to begin, motivated by Christ's example? 

Q8. What are some things you could do (individually and as a group) to pursue unity more and 
more within our church community?
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8. REAL GOSPEL COMMUNITY 
ROMANS 16:1-27  
[WEEK FOLLOWING SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER] 

At DPC, for so many years we’ve been blessed with lots of Godly men and women who have 
given their time, resources, even their whole lives in service of the gospel.  It hasn’t always 
been easy - there’s been times we’ve seen division and pain creep in. 

As Paul ends his letter to the church in Rome, he does 3 things: 

1. He celebrates and encourages the many Godly workers and fellow believers who are 
part of the family of Christ 

2. He urges them to keep watch for anyone who is seeking to divide the body or lead 
them away from the truth of the gospel  

3. He reminds them once more of the truth of the gospel. 

BIG IDEA: Authentic gospel community celebrates the diverse mix of men and women 
who work hard for the gospel, while keeping watch for those who want to divide and 
deceive. 

Q1. Who are some people that you’ve been really encouraged by and thankful for during your 
your time at DPC? 

READ ROMANS 16:1-27 
Q2. Make note of the things Paul thanks various people for in this list of names and share them 
as a group. What stands out to you as you read these commendations? 

Q3. V1-23 give us some glimpses into the life of the early churches.  What do they suggest to 
us about: 

- the ministry of women? (v1-2) 

- The diversity of the church? (The names suggest both Jews in v7, and Gentiles, as well as 
some of high rank (Aristobulus v10, Narcissus v12) as well as men and women) 

- The structure of the church? 

- The dangers to the church? (v17-19)
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PRAY 
- Thank God for the many Godly men and women who work hard for the gospel at DPC. 
- Ask God to show us where we can be an encouragement to someone this week. 
- Ask God to be guarding His church from evil and from those who want to divide and destroy. 
- For those involved in all our ministries across DPC as they close down over Christmas 

COMING UP 
- Christmas outreach and services

Q4. In an echo of his “urge” in back in ch12, what does Paul urge believers to do in 16:17? 

Q5. What do you think it mean to “be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is 
evil”? 

Q6. How does Paul reassure his readers in v20? 

Discuss together… 
Q7. How do you think we can help each other “watch out” for signs of division or distraction 
from the gospel? 

Reflect personally…  
Q8. Are there some areas where you have caused division that you might need to repent of 
and ask forgiveness for?  

Q9. Write down at least 3 people that you can celebrate and encourage over the coming 
weeks for their gospel work at DPC.  And actually do it!  Give them a call.  Send them a text.  
Write them a letter and drop it in their mail box! 
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